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Pray For 

  The good health of 

Betrand, 

Suriyamurthy and 

Mrs. Sikinder 

 Nelson Phillips’s re-
covery after surgery 

 GCC Annual conven-
tion October 18 to 21  

ACC BIENNIAL MEET 

The ‘Association of Christian’ Counsellors in 

India held its biennial conference in Chennai 

from Sep 6th to the 8th this year. Dr. Thomas 

Idiculla was the Plenary Speaker. He had in-

sightful thoughts on the theme of the confer-

ence which was “Christian Counselling for 

Peaceful Living”.  Several breakout sessions 

were held on the subjects of Divorce and Re-

marriage, Sensitizing Church and Community 

on Suicide, Handling Turbulent Teens and 

Preventing Child Sexual Abuse. Grace Com-

munion Church is an institutional member of ACC and Pastor Dan is an accredited counsellor 

with the institution.  He led the 70 plus participants in communion service at the conclusion.   

Pastor Addresses Freshman Class at Wesley College 

Altogether 110 students participated in a first year orientation seminar at the Wesley Degree Col-

lege for Women, Secunderabad on Sep 20.  The event was organized by Campus Crusade and 

Pastor Dan was asked to lead in a talk that would sensitize young students in the dynamics of 

relationship. Highlighting the importance of the relational dimension in the journey of life, Dan 

cautioned the students not to allow romantic relationships to become a pitfall for them.  Even 

though it is natural, he gave them tips to negotiate romantic inclinations with caution and not to 

end up as one of the statistics on the depression/suicide chart.  He encouraged them to seek 

counsel.   



UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

 GCC Annual 

Convention Oct 

18 to 21  

 Launch of b 

newooklet on 

Christian Be-

haviour and Ma-

turity  

 Annual General 

Meetings for 

GCC and WCG  

BIRTHDAYS  

 Swarna Balaswamy 

on November 7 

 K. Ravi Kumar on 

November 14  

 T. Balaswamy on  

November 15 

 Sheba on                

November 24 

 Sheila Roach on   

November 25 

Partner-Church Conducts Outreach 

The Good News Divine Centre in Gudivada, led by Joseph Usala 

served around 50 underprivileged people in the community where 

they conduct meetings for them.  Items such as food grains, bread 

and fruits were given 

away free of cost to 

those in need.  They 

also served children 

with stationery and 

other items that were 

useful for them in 

school. Joseph has 

been associated with 

Grace Communion 

Church for over five years and benefits from our literature and our 

Triniatrian focus.  He has been a participant in our recently held 

ACCM meeting in Hyderabad.     

Member Profile 

It is a pleasure to introduce 

Manoah and Elizabeth along 

with their two children Blessy 

and Sam who joined GCC, Hy-

derabad  as members. Manoah 

works with Franklin Templeton 

while Elizabeth is a medical 

doctor and serves the state 

government.  Manoah is also a 

musician and hopes to bring an 

added dimension to our praise 

and worship at church. 

One Day Seminar for Student Evangelists 

In a day seminar conducted in 

partnership with Campus Cru-

sade, Pastor Dan shared the 

need for us to recognize how it 

is the Lord who builds His King-

dom and provides increase.  

We are called to participate in 

what Christ is doing and salva-

tion is dependent ultimately on 

Christ—not on us.  He encour-

aged them to depend on the Holy Spirit for guidance and wisdom.  
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GROWING IN GRACE 

“Nakusha” is the name given to several girl chil-
dren in some remote areas of India.  In the lo-
cal language it means “unwanted” or, more 
specifically, “unwanted girl child.”  This name is 
given by parents to their girl child in a supersti-
tious belief that their next child will be a boy.  
This practice is mostly prevalent among the 
economically backward, since they cannot af-
ford to abort the female foetus.  The rich just 
resort to female foeticide.   

Interestingly, in an unusual event a mass re-
naming ceremony was held in this part of India 
where over two hundred girls with this name 
decided to rename themselves.  They wanted 
to be free of being called “unwanted” all the 
time (you can watch a BBC Hindi report of this 
at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PBpiaTrTcHc). 

Rejection 

Watching this triggered my mind to ask the 
question:  what is the mind-set and attitude be-
hind such a tragic story?  One word that possi-
bly explains the ethos beneath such a practice 
is ‘rejection.’ Girl children are simply unwanted 
in so many societies around the world.  We see 
rejection in all its ugly form in so many aspects 
of life.  Rejection or acceptance is many a time 
based on the colour of your skin or the race 
you belong to.  All too often we have seen it in 
our societies because of the caste you were 
born into.  Gender brings with it not only rejec-
tion but sometimes, being abused and brutal-
ized because of it (as in the case of “Nakusha” 
above).   Performance or appearance of a per-
son fosters its own prejudices and rejections.   

Sadly, even religion has been used to engen-
der deep seated rejections of others and whole 
communities of people.  History is replete with 
examples of the divisions that religion has man-
aged to create and bloody wars fought as a re-
sult of it.   Not a day goes by without some re-
port in the media of discriminations or rejec-
tions taking place simply because of the reli-
gion one is born into.  As a believer in Christ it 
saddens me when I see that take place even in 
our churches.  On occasions that I had of visit-
ing churches other than our own I have ques-

tioned the practice of refusing to give commun-
ion to fellow-believers, simply because of the 
denomination that they belong to.  Jesus, Him-
self, did not reject giving the bread and wine to 
Peter (knowing he would deny Him Thrice) or 
Judas (who would betray Him)?!   

Does God Reject?  

Because of these religious experiences and 
misrepresentations of Scripture, many have 
come to believe that even God is a rejecting 
God.  We are led to believe that God chooses 
us based on our performance.  We are told to 
prove ourselves before God can accept us.  
God will give us an audience with Him only 
when we are good enough, or as some would 
have it, rich enough and successful enough! 

The God of the Bible did not create the world 
only to reject part of it down the line.  He loves 
the world (all peoples) and did not have any 
intentions of condemning it (John 3:17).  He 
chose a nation (Israel), not because he wanted 
to reject others or discriminate against them, 
but for the sole purpose of blessing them 
through the nation he chose (Gen 22:18, Gal 
3:14).  

God chose this nation, not because it was pow-
erful and mighty, but this nation was itself re-
jected, a nation of slaves and least 
(insignificant, inconsequential) among others 
(Deut 7:7).  Rescuing them out of slavery, God 
declares “I am the Lord your God …” (Exodus 
20:2) – that is a statement of acceptance, of 
belonging.  God is not ashamed of identifying 
Himself with this lowly nation.  This is how Je-
sus declared his acceptance of those rejected 
(Matt 25:45).   

The God of the Bible does not operate on the 
philosophy of “survival of the fittest”!  He does 
not reject those who are weak and struggling.  
He has a place for everybody in his kingdom.  
Everybody fits in, no one is rejected.  “Survival 
of the fittest” was never part of the natural 
world (as Darwinian theory claims) as far as 
God and His creation are concerned.   

NAKUSHA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBpiaTrTcHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBpiaTrTcHc
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Rejection – Consequence of the 
Fall 

God’s creation included and embraced variety 
and diversity, all of life interacting and thriving 
in interdependence.  That was the natural or-
der (Gen 2:1).  It was undoubtedly a reflection 
of the unity and diversity of the ultimate of all 
realities - the Trinity!  It was the “fall” that dis-
turbed and corrupted this natural order.  Rejec-
tion, manipulation, abuse and plunder became 
the order of the day – the “survival of the fit-
test” mind-set.   

Romans 1 describes what happened and its 
ensuing consequence: “For although they 
knew God, they neither glorified him as God 
nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking be-
came futile and their foolish hearts were dark-
ened …  Furthermore, just as they did not think 
it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God 
…” (v. 21, 28).  Notice, where did the rejection 
come from? It was man who rejected God – 
not vice-versa.  The consequence was the 
foolishness and darkening of the hearts lead-
ing to being “… filled with every kind of wicked-
ness, evil, greed and depravity.  They are gos-
sips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant 
and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; 
they disobey their parents; they have no under-
standing, no fidelity, no love, no mercy 
…” (v.29-31).  All of the above describes the 
“nakusha” mind-set – the consequence of man 
rejecting God and now played out in every fac-
et of life today.   

Jesus Reversed that Corruption 

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 
the Son he loves, in whom we have redemp-
tion, the forgiveness of sins” (Col 1:13-14).  In 

spite of our rejection of Him, God never recip-
rocated with the same.  Instead, He met our 
rejection with His acceptance: first, by allowing 
us the freedom to experience the consequence 
of our choice, but secondly, loving us enough 
to provide a way out of the hole we dug for our-
selves.  In Jesus our rejection has been over-
turned and the vibrant life, in all its fullness, is 
once again restored to all those who will be-
lieve and accept the gift of salvation made pos-
sible in the Holy Spirit.   

Nakusha vs. “My Name”!   

“I will write 
on them 
the name 
of my God 
and the 
name of 
the city of 
my God, 
the new 
Jerusa-
lem, which is coming down out of heaven from 
my God and I will also write on them my new 
name” (Rev 3:12).  What a contrast – from 
‘nakusha,’ to what God is going to call us!  He 
will give us the “name of my God” (indicating 
we are His sons and daughters), the “name of 
the city of my God” (indicating we are His city, 
the church and we are brothers and sisters in 
Christ) and “my new name” (indicating Christ is 
our bridegroom we are His bride).   It is a three
-fold confirmation and reassurance that God 
has not only accepted us but calls us in en-
dearing terms, as explained by Theologian L.T. 
Jeyachandran.  Far be it that He will ever call 
us ‘nakusha.’ Let us accept His acceptance of 
us and be His people.        

Dan Zachariah 

mailto:office@gcind.org

