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ANNUAL CONVENTION 

Grace Communion members met at Divya Re-
treat Centre, Hyderabad for yet another annual 
celebration Oct 5 to 7. Brethren from across Del-
hi, Haryana, Pune, Kurnool and Hyderabad, num-
bering a total of 54, attended. Mr Satish Kumar 
had been to the fest after a lull of 24 years along 
with his friend Mr. Ranbir Singh. Arrangements 
were well stewarded by Nelson, Praveen, Ravi 
and Vijay with helping hands offered by bravo lit-
tle boys like Roshan and Srujan. As usual food 
was delectable and the locale a sight to linger on. 
  
The theme chosen for this year’s convention was 
“STRONGER TOGETHER IN CHRIST”. All the 
messages were focused on this theme. Various 
unique perspectives were brought forth by the 
speakers each day. The fellowship upheld the 
same message in action which made the three 
days convention memorable.  
  
In the inaugural service Hyderabad Team Leader 
Nelson Philips welcomed one and all with Sachin 
committing the meet to our Triune God for His 
blessings. Joshila spoke about the need for unity 
in her opening message.  The classic example of 
the Redwood Tree was cited  --  a perfect symbol 
of wellness, vitality and longevity. The tree exists 
for more than 1000 years and grows up to 350 ft 
tall.  It survives the ravages of natural calamities 
and time. Its secret is in its root system. Though 
shallow the root system of one tree intertwines 
with other root systems and supports one another 
to remain standing tall. A fitting lesson for us to 
remain inter-connected.  
  
Team Leader of western India, Sachin Nirale ex-
plained how harmony in a symphony is made 
possible by the different giftings of the musicians 
and each one playing their part by synchronizing 
with other participants. A beautiful portrait of the 
Body of Christ in actions. 
 
Praveen through his message has drawn our at-
tention to the strength of our togetherness which 
is in Christ. He explained, our togetherness is not 
based on common interests or common benefits  



or common goals but its based on who Christ 
is and what He accomplished through His in-
carnation. And we experience the strength of 
togetherness when we follow the example of 
our triune God, which is other-centredness.  
 
Nelson Philips explained Eph 4:1, how our 
role model and standard is Christ. Christ is the 
very personification of love. When love is 
manifested in all its attributes we are stronger 
together in Christ, who is the epicentre. He 
exposed the congregation to the truth, “Love 
of God is the power of unity”. 
  
Pastor Dan brought all of these messages to-
gether showing how God wants a high rela-
tional quotient in the church. Our Triune God 
invested His own love in the church and gave 
us His very own unity (Father Son Spirit) to 
help us become “stronger together in Christ.”   
  
 A short memorial service was held for Mrs. 
Vijaya Kumari, a long time member . Her hus-
band Mr Sikandar and daughter Sushma rec-
ollected fond memories.  Members who knew 
her paid rich tributes. 
  
Music for the worship service was rendered by 
George and Xavier. Sunday school children 
gave a special dance performance. Adventure 
activity - trekking by children and group of el-
ders. The recent frequent rains had not damp-
ened the spirit. Last day a huge bonfire was lit 
adding to the bonhomie. End brought tears of 
happiness and comfort in the resolute hope to 
meet again and again in God’s will and 
means.    

                             Report by Pauline Parnell 

THE GOD REVEALED IN JESUS CHRIST 

We recently completed a third printing of the booklet with the above 

title. So far over a thousand copies have been distributed in In-

dia. We believe that God has led our denomination to this vital reve-

lation of the Triune God.  The fact that He is Triune is believed by 

many but, not all of them understand the significance of that.  Be-

cause God is One Being Three Persons, the relational dynamics 

(love) that exits among them is what makes the cosmos and our 

world and human beings possible.  The wonderful truth that we are 

given access to that circle of love (“…that they may be one as we 

are one …” John 17:22) through the incarnate Jesus Christ is in-

deed too marvellous to behold (1 Cor 2:9). Read the fascinating rev-

elation in this booklet.  Write to us for your free copy, or an extra 

one if you need to give it to a friend. May the Spirit reveal to you this 

astounding truth (1 Cor 2:9).  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

• Nov 10 - chil-
dren's Sunday 

 

• Pastoral visit to 
Mumbai 

 

• Nov 30 - Franklin 
Templeton Pray-

er Fellowship 
meet with Grace 

Communion 

BIRTHDAYS  

• Clement Sandri on 
October 6 

• Swarna Balaswamy 
on November 7 

• Terry on November 9 

• Ravi Kumar on No-
vember 14 

•  Balaswamy on No-
vember 15 

• Sheeba on Novem-
ber 24 

• Sheila Roach on No-
vember 25 

WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

• Mrs & Mr. Xavier on 
October 29 

• Pearl & Praveen on 
November 15 

PASTORS’ APPRECIATION DAY 
  
Grace Communion Hyderabad 
took pride in commemorating 
Pastors’ Appreciation day on Oct 
13. Senior Pastor Dan, Associate 
Pastor Franklin and elder San-
jeeva Rao were felicitated by the 
congregation. 
  
On behalf of the congregation 
Joshila, thanked the service pro-
vided by our pastors. She re-
counted their humility, care and 
patience shown to the church 
community. Mary Zachariah was 
also profusely thanked for mak-
ing personal sacrifices which 
helped Dan to fulfil his pastoral 
work efficiently.  
  
Linda, fondly recollected Dan as 
Uncle and Mary as Aunty and the 
church being an extended family 
as she grew up cocooned in their 
love. It is here she gained per-

sonal strength, spiritual growth, and guidance. She would hold this spe-
cial in her heart through all her life.  
  
The church members also recounted that Pastoring in the midst of  fre-
quent travel and family obligations is no mean task - a task done with 
the love and service to the community. After the church service, 
the  day marked with a yummy cake cutting and presentation of bou-
quet of flowers and a small gift. 
  
May the lord keep the flock together and find greener pastures.  Amen! 

ADD TO YOUR FAITH …  

SELF CONTROL 

Self-control is a manifestation of 

love toward others. Love is the 

fruit of the Spirit. The Spirit helps 

us in our concerted effort to be 

stable emotionally even in spe-

cific and potentially difficult situ-

ations. We receive strength not 

to give in to desires which can 

harm others or ourselves. How 

wonderful to know that our supreme God helps man to be a faithful 

Christian, guides him into paths of righteousness. “For the Spirit God 

gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-

control (2 Tim 1:7).  
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GROWING IN GRACE 
The Present and Future Kingdom of God - Part - II 

Part 1 discussed how the kingdom of God is 
present, even though it was not what the Jew-
ish people expected.  Instead of a national 
kingdom, Jesus teachings indicated that the 
kingdom of God was a spiritual kingdom, not a 
civil and physical organization.  In the following 
part we will see how the kingdom is yet future.   

The kingdom of God is yet future 

When we suffer setbacks and persecutions, 
when we see that most people reject the gos-
pel, we gain strength from the knowledge that 
the fullness of the kingdom is in a future age. 
And when we try to make the world a better 
place but encounter setbacks along the way, 
we do not give up, but take comfort in the fact 
that good will prevail in the end. 

No matter how much we try to live in a way that 
reflects God and his kingdom – and we should 
try – we cannot transform the entire world into 
God’s kingdom. Perfection will come only 
through divine intervention. Dramatic miracles 
are needed to usher in the new age. Satan 
must be completely restrained, and we can’t do 
that. 

Numerous verses tell us that the kingdom of 
God will be a glorious future reality. We know 
that Christ is a King even now, but we yearn for 
the day when he will exercise his power in a 
great and dramatic way to stop human suffer-
ing. The book of Daniel predicts a kingdom of 
God that will rule the earth (Daniel 2:44, 7:13-
14, 22); the New Testament Apocalypse de-
scribes its arrival (Revelation 11:15, 19:11-16). 

We pray for the kingdom to come (Luke 11:2) – 
but even so, we want God’s will to be done 
now, as well as in the future. The poor in spirit 
and people who are persecuted await a future 
“reward in heaven” (Matthew 5:3, 10, 12). Peo-
ple “enter the kingdom” not just now, but also 
on a  future “day” of judgment (Matthew 7:21-
23; Luke 13:22-30). Jesus gave one of his par-
ables because some people thought the king-
dom would become powerful right away (Luke 
19:11). 

In the Olivet prophecy, Jesus described dra-
matic events that would come before his return 

in power. Shortly before his crucifixion, Jesus 
looked forward to a kingdom in the future: “I will 
not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on 
until that day when I drink it anew with you in 
my Father’s kingdom” (Matt. 26:29). 

Some “kingdom” scriptures could apply either 
to the present kingdom or to the future fulfil-
ment. For example, lawbreakers will be called 
least in the kingdom (Matthew 5:19-20). That 
could be true no matter whether the kingdom is 
now, or in the future. Similarly, we leave fami-
lies for the sake of the kingdom (Luke 18:29). 
We enter the kingdom through tribulations 
(Acts 14:22). These verses could refer to either 
a present or a future kingdom, but as we have 
already seen, at least some verses are clearly 
one, and some are clearly the other, and both 
must be held together. It is the same kingdom, 
both now and in eternity. The kingdom is a par-
adox, a surprise, a mystery that may be difficult 
to understand. 

After Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples asked 
him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). How was 
Jesus to answer such a question? What the 
disciples meant by kingdom was not what Je-
sus had been teaching. The disciples were still 
thinking in terms of a nationalistic kingdom ra-
ther than a slowly growing family of all ethnic 
groups. It would take them many years to real-
ize that Gentiles were welcome in the new 
kingdom. Christ’s kingdom was still not of this 
world, but it was to be active in this age. So 
Christ did not say yes or no—he simply told 
them there was work to do and power to do it 
(verses 7-8).  

The kingdom of God in the past 

Matthew 25:34 tells us that the kingdom has 
been in preparation since the foundation of the 
world. It has been in existence all along, albeit 
in different forms. God was a King to Adam 
and Eve; he gave them dominion or authority 
to rule; they were his vice-regents in the Gar-
den of Eden. Although the word “kingdom” is 
not used, the first humans were essentially in a 
kingdom of God, under his rule and ownership. 
When God promised Abraham that his descen- 
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-dants would become great nations and that 
kings would come from him (Genesis 17:5-6), 
he was, in effect, promising a kingdom of God. 
But it started small, like yeast hidden in a batch 
of dough, and it took hundreds of years to be 
seen for what it was. 

When God brought the Israelites out of Egypt 
and made a covenant with them, they became 
a kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:6), a kingdom 
that belonged to God and could rightly be 
called a kingdom of God. The covenant he 
made with them was similar to treaties that an-
cient empires made with smaller nations. God 
had saved Israel from slavery, and the Israel-
ites responded— they agreed to be his people, 
as a nation in his empire. God was their king (1 
Samuel 12:12; 8:7). David and Solomon sat on 
the throne of God, ruling on his behalf (1 
Chronicles 29:23). Israel was a kingdom of 
God. 

But the people wouldn’t obey their King. God 
sent them away, but he promised to restore the 
nation with a new heart (Jeremiah 31:31-33), a 
prophecy that is being fulfilled in the church to-
day. We who are led by the Holy Spirit are the 
royal priesthood and holy nation that ancient 
Israel could not be (1 Peter 2:9, Exodus 19:6). 

God has always been a King, and there has 
always been a kingdom, and there always will 
be a kingdom. But this one kingdom appears in 
different ways at different times – it looks one 
way with Adam and Eve, another way with 
Abraham. It is transformed again with the na-
tion of Israel, and transformed again with Jesus 
and the church. We are now in the kingdom, 
but there are weeds growing in among the 
grain. At the end of the age, the Messiah will 
return in power and glory, the weeds will be re-
moved, and the kingdom of God will again be 
transformed in appearance. The final form of 
the kingdom, in which everyone is perfect and 

spiritual, will be dramatically different from the 
millennial one (no matter how you understand 
the millennium). 

Since the kingdom has historical continuity, it is 
proper to speak of it in past, present and future 
tenses. In its historical development, it has had 
and will continue to have major milestones as 
new phases are established. The kingdom was 
established at Mt. Sinai; and again in Jesus’ 
ministry; it will be established again at his re-
turn and the day of judgment. In each phase, 
God’s people rejoice in what they have and 
look forward to more yet to come. One phase 
builds upon the other. As we now experience 
some limited aspects of the kingdom, we gain 
confidence that the future kingdom will also be 
a reality. The Holy Spirit is our guarantee of 
greater blessings (2 Corinthians 5:5, Ephesians 
1:14). 

What the kingdom looked like in the past is not 
what it looked like in Jesus’ day, nor what it will 
look like in the future. In some respects, the 
phrase “kingdom of God” has different mean-
ings at different times in history. But the fact 
that the same phrase may be used for the first-
century manifestation and the future manifesta-
tion, causes us to look for a common denomi-
nator, something that the kingdom in all ages 
has in common, despite its dramatically differ-
ent appearance at different times in history. A 
more abstract term such as “rule” can be help-
ful, and indeed, that seems to be what the 
Greek word basileia focuses on. 

Jesus told a parable about a man who went to 
a foreign country to receive a kingdom (Luke 
19:12). He went not to receive the territory and 
bring it back with him. Rather, he went to re-
ceive the authority to rule. He then returned to 
the territory and had to exert that authority.  

To be continued…              Michael Morrison 
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