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DIVINE SPIRIT



Nicene Creed

•And we believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father
and the Son, and with the
Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through
the prophets.

•Holy Spirit is a divine person

•Holy Spirit is worshipped



Controversies about Holy Spirit

• There was confusion regarding the personhood of Holy Spirit

• Pneumatomachians = those who fight against the Spirit

• Pre-Constantinople liturgical doxology ascribed glory to the Father and the 
Son “in the Holy Spirit”; rather than with Holy Spirit.

• Holy Spirit is not eternal but a created spirit.

• They acknowledge the Spirit to be a superior kind of angel (the word 
“spirit,” after all, was used to describe angels also)

• The basic meaning of the Hebrew word “Ruakh” is both ‘wind’ or ‘breath,’ 
but is not understood as essence.

• The Greek word Pneuma means to breathe, blow, primarily denotes the 
wind

• The O.T uses female pronouns and in Greek Pneuma is a neuter noun

• Holy Spirit is not a Divine Person



What is a spirit

• The basic meaning of the Hebrew word “Ruakh” is both
‘wind’ or ‘breath,’ but is not understood as essence.

• The Greek word Pneuma means to breathe, blow,
primarily denotes the wind

• It is used to express the non-physical qualities only, non-
physical does not mean absent; it is present beyond
physical dimensions.

• Non-physical does not mean not experienceable;
experienceable but not visible.

• Eternal, invisible, reality, true and even man is a spirit
having a soul and living in a body. Ancient Greeks could
relate to the spirit but could not explain in words.

• Various ancient religions understood the need to
personify various forces/spirits which drew people to
worshipped idols of the forces.

• Prosopon (person in Greek) this concept developed in
4th and 5th century by theologians only.



Personhood of the Holy Spirit
• Person is an entity that posses intellect, will, emotion and capable to

relate to others.

• Knowdge: 1 Corinthians 2:10-11: But God has revealed them to us
through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep
things of God. For what man knows the things of a man except the
spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of
God except the Spirit of God.

• Will: 1 Corinthians 12:11: But one and the same Spirit works all these
things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

• Emotion: Ephesians 4:30: And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

• Capable to relate: 2 Corinthians 13:14: The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. Amen.



Divinity of Holy Spirit
• Bible uses the words "Holy Spirit" and "God"

interchangeably

• Acts 5:3: But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep
back part of the price of the land for yourself?

• 1 Corinthians 3:16: Do you not know that you are
the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells
in you?

• The Bible ascribes the same divine attributes to the
Holy Spirit that belong to the Father and the Son.

• Uncreated & Eternal: Hebrews 9:14: how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God

• Holy Spirit posses the attributes of God



Divinity of Holy Spirit

• Omnipresent: Psalm 139:7: Where can I go from
Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your
presence?

• Omniscient: 1 Corinthians: 2:10-11: But God has
revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the
Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of
God. For what man knows the things of a man
except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even
so no one knows the things of God except the
Spirit of God.

• Giver of life: Romans 8:11: But if the Spirit of Him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life
to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you.



Holy Spirit worshipped

• Holy Spirit is Divine; He deserves Worship.

• Holy Spirit always works behind the screens: 
Invisibility is Spirit’s very nature. 

• The persons of the trinity can not be 
separated in reality or in thought or in 
worship.

• Holy Spirit glorifies the Son: John 16:14: He 
will glorify Me, for He will take of what is 
Mine and declare it to you.

• He takes our attention to Jesus. So that we 
may look unto Jesus who is the author and 
perfecter of our faith. Hebrews 12:1



Worship in truth and spirit
• John 4:19-24: The woman said to Him, “Sir, I

perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews
say that in Jerusalem is the place where one
ought to worship.” Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming
when you will neither on this mountain, nor
in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You
worship what you do not know; we know
what we worship, for salvation is of the
Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is,
when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is
seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit,
and those who worship Him must worship
in spirit and truth.”



Worship in truth and spirit

• Worship became a matter of heart not 
external rituals

• Worship is Spirit without truth leads to a 
shallow and overly emotional experience. 
Worship ends with emotion.

• Worship in truth without Spirit leads to dry, 
passionless experience which leads to joyless 
legalism. 

• True worship is a joyful appreciation both in 
words and deeds which resulted by the truth 
revealed by Jesus and Scripture; this is sheer 
work of the Holy Spirit. 



Inconclusion 

• Let us diligently seek and participate in the fellowship with God in 
and through the Holy Spirit.

• Let us seek the help of the Holy Spirit to worship the triune God in 
truth and spirit.

• Till then may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 2 
Corinthians 13:14.


