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Childrens’ Day Celebrated 
  
The birthday anniversary of the late Prime 
Minister of India, Jawarharlal Nehru, is ob-
served as Childrens’ Day. The Prime Minister 
was very fond of them. Grace Communion 
celebrated this event on Nov 10 with a special 
service.  
  
The sterling performance of the children in a 
skit needs special mention. The skit featured 
King Nebuchadnezzar and prophet Daniel’s 
three friends Shadrach,  Meshach and Abed-
nego. The miraculous deliverance from the 
red-hot furnace, heated seven times over, 
shows how God never misses a moment to 
protect His children and simultaneously teach-
es the king a powerful lesson that only “the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Adebnego … can save in this 
way” (Dan 3:29).  God’s commitment to a special relationship with mankind is seen in His saving acts.    
  
Pastor Dan invited Paupens and Nelson to join him for a special blessing of the children ceremony where 
they prayed for the children's individual needs and dreams.  The congregation joined in the prayer. A spe-
cial song was dedicated to the children titled, “He knows my name,” reminding the children that Jesus has 
a special relationship with them.  
  
In his message, Pastor Dan inscribed the fact that the children are not just the future pillars of the church 
but they are the present church. He appreciated and thanked our three Sunday School teachers (Selena, 
Steffie, Saritha and Pearl) for the investment they make into the spiritual grooming of our children.  

Mumbai Fellowship Group 

The Grace Communion fellowship group in 
Mumbai came together for worship on Nov 
17th. Team leader Sachin and Pastor Dan offici-
ated at the meeting. It was a blessing to be able 
to see and pray for Elizabeth Saldana, who is 
recovering from multiple health issues. Sharada 
Chandra, who could not make it, was visited by 
Pastor Dan and Bertram Azavedo in her home. 
The Ministry Leadership Team for this area met 
and discussed plans for 2020. Though just a 
handful of members, the desire to meet and fel-
lowship remains strong.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 Thanks giving for God’s faithfulness in 
2019 

 Programmes and plans of GCI india, 2020 

 Members who are bedridden : Mr. Nirale, 
Mrs. Chand Singh, Mrs. Swarna’s mother-
in-law 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 December 9-12 
Pastor invited to 
provide Pastoral 
training for 60 
pastors 

 
 December 15 

Children’s Christ-
mas programme 

 
 December 22 

Community 
Christmas pro-
gramme 

 
 December 21, 23 

In-Home carol 
singing 

 
 December 25 

Christmas ser-
vice  

BIRTHDAYS DURING 
DECEMBER 

 

 9th Mrs. Rachel 

 26th. Mrs. Paulena 

 29th. Mrs. Elizabeth  

 

WEDDING  ANNIVER-
SARIES DURING DE-

CEMBER 

 

 17th. Kiran & Leena  

 28th. James Kemuel & 
Rachel  

‘Mission To The Blind’ Worships With 
Grace Communion 

  
On November 10th, Mission to the 
blind were invited to worship along 
with Grace Communion Hydera-
bad.  MTB is an organisation that fo-
cuses on taking the gospel to the 
physically challenged, especially the 
blind.  Special materials in braille are 
prepared to aid in preaching the gos-
pel to them.  Ravi Teja heads the Hy-
derabad operations of the organisa-
tions.  Visually blind David Raju and 
Mallesh gave heartfelt testimonies re-
counting challenges they face. David, 
through various unfortunate incidenc-
es woke out of his namesake Chris-
tian walk. 
  
The Mission aims at leadership development, discipleship, care-giving and 
to reach remote places where their services are needed. Camps are held to 
provide skill training to help them find jobs. Medical emergency responses 
are also provided.  Members of Grace Communion appreciated their partici-
pation and it was an eye-opener to the abundant blessings sometimes tak-
en for granted. 

TEAM VISITS AILING MEMBER 
  
On 26 November a team of 5 mem-
bers travelled 450 kilometres to Ya-
vatmal to extend fellowship to the Ni-
rale family. Nirales` association with 
Grace Communion spans around 32 
years. Mr Nirale has been bedridden 
for 8 months after a fall at home and 
needs care round the clock. Mrs Nirale 
provides the care for him with the help 
of family members, neighbours and 
friends. 
  
Pastor Dan, prayed for them anointing them with oil. In a time of exhortation 
scriptures were read to encourage them to hold fast to the promises that 
God has given us.  Though life has its trials and tribulations we continue to 
hope in a life of bliss and peace which is the promise of the living Jesus. 
Members joined them in partaking of Communion. After a one night stay the 
team left back to Hyderabad.  The Nirales’ passed on their best wishes to all 
the brethren of the church. 

ADD TO OUR FAITH … FORGIVENESS.  
  
Though hard to practice, to forgive is to can-
cel a wrong, a debt and a deliberate act not to 
resent an offender.  The basis of Christianity 
is forgiveness as everyone is a sinner who 
needs to be forgiven by God. God forgave 
humans (Luke 23: 34) hence in turn we need 
to forgive fellow humans which indicates obe-
dience, trust and submission to God. In a 

world full of stress and strife to forgive is more relevant today than ever be-
fore as it releases us from emotional bondage and provides a spiritual an-
chor.  Forgiving frees one from the burden of pain, anger and vengeance. 
That is why forgiveness should be unconditional. 
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GROWING IN GRACE 
The Present and Future Kingdom of God - Part - III 

In part 1 we have seen how the term “kingdom of 
God” has a present reality.  People are beginning to 
enter it by belief in Jesus Christ and living changed 
lives in the power of the Holy Spirit.  In part 2 we have 
seen how the Kingdom also has a historic continuity 
from the past and how it will be a glorious future reali-
ty in all its fullness.  In this concluding part, we will 
see how the kingdom is a metaphor for our lives in 
Christ and why we need to participate in it now.  

The kingdom and the gospel 

The word kingdom in the Bible is used more in terms 
of a metaphor.  When God commissioned the church 
to preach the gospel, he did not restrict us to using 
only the phrase “kingdom of God.” The apostles 
translated Jesus’ sayings from Aramaic to Greek, and 
they translated them into other metaphors, choosing 
concepts that were more meaningful to a non-Jewish 
audience. Matthew, Mark and Luke use “the kingdom” 
often. John and the epistles also describe our future, 
but they generally prefer other metaphors to do it.   

Salvation is probably the most general term. Paul said 
we have been saved (Ephesians 2:8), are be-
ing saved (2 Corinthians 2:15) and shall be saved 
(Romans 5:9). The salvation that we already have, 
just like the kingdom we are in now, is a foretaste of 
greater things to come – but it is salvation and king-
dom nonetheless. God has given us salvation, and he 
expects us to respond to him with faith. John wrote of 
salvation and eternal life as a present reality and pos-
session (1 John 5:11-12) and also a future blessing. 
We have now a small foretaste of what we will have in 
the future. 

Metaphors such as salvation and family of God—just 
as much as kingdom—are legitimate although partial 
descriptions of God’s plan for us. Christ’s gospel can 
be called the gospel of the kingdom, gospel of salva-
tion, gospel of grace, gospel of God, gospel of eternal 
life, etc. The gospel is an announcement that we are 
destined to be in loving relationship with the Father, 
Son and Spirit forever, and it includes information 
about this has been made possible—through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. 

When Jesus talked about the kingdom, he didn’t em-
phasize its physical blessings or clarify its chronology. 
He focused instead on how people get in that king-
dom, and how they live. We enter the kingdom when 
we respond to God with faith and allegiance, when we 
come under his authority; we then seek to live in way 
that is reflective of that kingdom. 

The kingdom is relevant not merely because it is our 
future reward, but also because it affects how we live 
and think in this age. We prepare for the future king-
dom by living in it now, following our King. We are 

bringing the future into the present. As we live in alle-
giance to Jesus, we recognize God’s rule as a pre-
sent reality in our own experience, and we continue to 
hope in faith for a future time when the kingdom will 
be filled to the full, when the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord. 

Perspective from the future 

The good news is that a world where there will be 
peace, kindness, cooperation and love will come. Je-
sus has already qualified us to be in that kingdom of 
kindness. But the best part of eternity is the presence 
of God. We will live with the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, and with each other, in peace and love and joy. 

We are not fully there yet, but that’s what Jesus has 
given us, and he is saying that if that’s the kind of life 
we want forever and ever, then that’s the way we 
ought to be living right now.  

We are already in that kingdom, and we should live 
like it. If we really want it, we will be willing to live it. 
We have something wonderful to look forward to, and 
we have something wonderful to live for even now. 

This is not easy. In fact, it’s not possible. 
We cannot do it, because we are too weak to do it. 
Even with God’s help, we keep falling short. The good 
news is that Jesus has done this for us, and he is will-
ing to give it to us as a gift. We do not deserve to live 
in the kingdom of kindness, but Christ gives it to us as 
a gift. We are saved by God’s mercy, not by anything 
we can do. No matter how many good things we do, 
we can’t buy our way into an eternal life of joy. 

But the good news is that Jesus has paid the price – 
a big enough price for all of us put together. He has 
already done it, and he is giving it to us. If we know 
that we will live forever in peace and joy and love, we 
can give our life for what Jesus wants, knowing that 
he will give us far more in return. If we really want life 
in a world of kindness and joy, if we really want it, 
then we will want to live that way even now, and Je-
sus will do it in us, because he has already done it, 
and he lives in us and makes new people out of us, if 
we let him.  

Does this involve works – behaviours that we do? 
Yes. Do those works save us? No. They always 
fall short of what we really want. The Bible makes it 
clear that we always need grace. But the Bible has a 
lot to say about behaviour, too, and if we are to make 
sense of this dual emphasis, we need to understand 
how the two fit together. 

If the gospel offers nothing more than forgiveness of 
sins, for example, then all its behavioural exhortations 
are verbal clutter that we could eliminate (and some 
people are happy to do that). But the problem with sin 
is not just that God has declared transgressors to be  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%202.8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Cor%202.15
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%205.9
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20John%205.11-12
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guilty and disqualified. God is not in the business of 
creating arbitrary rules that disqualify us, just so he 
can send Jesus to qualify us. 

The problem with sin (indeed, the reason that God 
tells us to avoid it in the first place) is that it messes 
up our relationships and messes up our happiness. 
Paul describes sin as a power over us, a power we 
need to be freed from. Just removing the eternal pen-
alty is only one aspect of the salvation we need – we 
also need to be delivered from the grip of sin itself. 
Taking the end-time punishment away is only one part 
of Christ’s saving work. 

To be saved from the pain-producing force of sin it-
self, we need something internal, affecting the nature 
of who we are as human beings, and changing the 
choices we make in life. We need to stop kicking the 
thorns, or banging our head against the wall, shooting 
ourselves in the foot, or whatever other metaphor you 
want to use for self-inflicted pain. A judicial declaration 
about the future judgment does not change our ten-
dency to sin, and does not change the fact that sin 
causes pain in our lives and it is a power we need to 
be rescued from. 

As long as we struggle with sin, as long as we do 
things that we wish we hadn’t done, our salvation is 
not complete. Our future may be guaranteed, but our 
salvation is not yet complete. We look forward to a 
future transformation that will liberate us from the sin 
nature that resides within us. Another way of saying it 
is that we are on the right flight, but we are not yet at 
our final destination. 

Behaviour and grace are tied together because (quite 
apart from any eternal penalty) our behaviour is 
something we need to be saved from. God wants us 
to participate in the triune life, a life that is freed from 
even the temptation to lie, cheat, steal, and commit 
adultery. It would make no sense for him to say, “I 
invite you into a community in which love and loyalty 
prevail –  but that’s just the future. In this age, it really 
doesn’t matter whether you participate in that way of 
life or not.” 

If eternal life is worth having, it’s worth living that way 
right now. The future kingdom – the life of the triune 
God – is brought into the present as we choose to live 
the way of the future – or rather, let Christ live it in us. 
This is letting his kingdom be manifest in our lives. 
When Jesus is telling us to do something (preach the 
gospel, for example), he is saying that this reflects the 

mind-set and way of life that is characteristic of the life 
to which he is inviting us, the life for which he has 
qualified us, so it is something that we ought to want 
to do. 

Our thoughts and emotions are an intrinsic part of the 
reward that Christ gives us. God says, “I want you to 
enjoy the results of love rather than selfishness.” But 
we do not enjoy the results of love if we remain self-
ish. Christ does not magically give us the results of 
having good relationships with other people unless we 
actually have good relationships. He does not give us 
the rewards of loving other people unless we actually 
love others. If there is no connection between rule and 
result, then the result is arbitrary – but God’s definition 
of sin is not arbitrary.  He is saying that there is an 
intrinsic and unavoidable relationship between what 
we do, and how happy we are. 

The reward is an intrinsic and inseparable part of be-
havioural changes that come with coming under the 
rule of the triune God. We are invited into a life of di-
vine love, not a life of perpetually chasing after selfish 
pleasures. The many commands we see in the New 
Testament show us that certain behaviours are con-
trary to the kingdom of God, contrary to the lifestyle 
that God wants us to participate in, contrary to the 
lifestyle of the kingdom past and kingdom future. 

We fail to live up to all that God calls us to be. But that 
does not mean that it’s pointless to try. We were 
made to share in the life of the triune God, and the 
better we are in tune with the way we’ve been made, 
the happier we will be. 

In summary, sin has consequences in this age and in 
the next. Jesus has taken care of the ultimate penalty, 
but he does not change the fact that sin causes pain 
in our lives. Adultery, theft, and deceit have unpleas-
ant results in this age. He does not magically change 
the results – he helps us avoid the negative conse-
quences by working in us to change 1) the behaviour 
and 2) the desires that lead to bad behaviour and bad 
results. He helps us stop beating our head against the 
wall. This transformation doesn’t happen instantly, so 
we always need to trust in the grace he has promised. 
So, God invites us into this way of life. The kingdom is 
not just a future reality – people are even now enter-
ing God’s kingdom by responding to what he offers. 
We are assured that he helps us in the present age as 
well as the future judgment. 

  Michael Morrison  
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