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Pray For 

 Betrand – acute psychiatric & liver problem 

 Manoah’s mother in law – bedridden over two years 

 Emerging leaders retreat in January 2019 

ORPHAN SUNDAY OBSERVED 
NOVEMBER 11  

Grace Communion Hyderabad invited about 40 
children from two nearby children’s home in ob-
servance of Orphan Sunday.  Every second Sun-
day of November is observed as Orphan Sunday 
around the world.  Many churches conduct special 
services in order to raise awareness and re-
sources for the children who struggle with the dai-
ly necessities of life.  In their testimonies children 
mentioned the very difficult family backgrounds 
they came from and the abuse many of them 
faced.  One child narrated seeing her mother be-
ing burnt alive by her drunk father.   

These children are taken care of by Ashir Chil-
dren’s Home and Asha Kutir where they are pro-
vided with food, shelter, clothing and education.  
Members of Grace Communion raised money for 
some of their needs and hosted a lunch for them.  
Pastor Dan, in his message, helped members see 
how Christianity is primarily relational, with God 
and one another, especially with those who are 
needy and less fortunate.  The children enjoyed 
time with our Sunday School & church members.   



UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

 Communion Ser-

vice Dec 9 

 Supervision of 

Christian Coun-

sellors Dec 18 

 Carol Service 

Dec 23 

 Advent Service 

Dec 25 

 Steffi’s Wedding 

Dec 26  

BIRTHDAYS 

 RACHEL KEMUEL 

ON JANUARY 5 

 LINDA SANDRI ON 

JANUARY 9 

 MRS. NOAH  ON 

JANUARY 22 

WEDDING ANNIVER-

SARIES 

DAN & MARY ZACHARI-

AH ON JANUARY 10 

RAVI & SUMA ON  JAN-

UARY 28 

WEDDING FELICITATIONS 

Praveen Chinta, member and  
part-time employee with 
Grace Communion Hydera-
bad was joined together in 
holy matrimony to Pearl Jaya 
Kumari on November 15.  
The celebration was conduct-
ed in the 150 years old All 
Saints Anglican Church in 
Trimulgherry, Secunderabad. 
The couple reside in Secun-
derbad.    

In the wedding message, 
Pastor Dan encouraged the 
couple to remember the need 

to be submissive to each other which is a Trinitarian expression of 
love.  Just as the Father submits to the Son by assigning all judgment 
to the Son, the Son submits to the Father’s will and the Holy Spirit 
submits by glorifying the Son, similarly husbands and wives must be 
submissive to one  another without compromising their Biblical roles.    

BIBLICAL COUNSELLOR TRAINING 

Program Name: Accredited Advanced Biblical Counselling  

Level 2 Module 1 

Place:  Grace Communion Church, Hyderabad  |  Dates: 19 - 
26 November '18 

Organizer: Person to Person  |  Participants: 19 (photo below) 
Facilitators: 

Dr.Samson Gandhi, Pastor Daniel Zachariah, Prof. Y.F. Jayakumar, 
Ms. Annapoorani Ravi, Dr. Anthony David, Dr. Azailu Rao,                                      

Mr. Santosh Vennamalla. 

ZACHARIAHS’ MEET UP WITH CHENNAI 
CONGREGATION 

November 3 saw a happy reunion between the Chennai congregation 
and the Zachariahs’ after several years.  The Zachariahs’ were as-
signed to pastor the Chennai congregation  in 1988 after their theo-
logical training.  They were transferred in 1990 to provide oversight to 
congregations in the north from Hyderabad and head church office 
operations.  In Mr. Zachariah’s new role, he hopes to have more in-
teractions with the south congregations.    



BIBLICAL INSIGHTS FOR LIFE                                                                      NOVEMBER 2018 

GROWING IN GRACE 

Why didn’t Jesus go down in history as a fail-
ure?  In fact, why did he go down in history at 
all?  He lived on the earth at a time when his 
people were expecting a Messiah to deliver 
them from the Roman occupation.  It seems 
there were many zealots and fanatics eager to 
appoint themselves to that position.  Some 
even gained a following, but their efforts came 
to nothing.  Most died unknown, and even 
those we know about are just footnotes in his-
tory.  However, Jesus is not a foot note in histo-
ry.  He is considered one of the most influential, 
if not the most influential, human who has ever 
lived. 

Mistaken Identity 

When he was crucified 2000 years ago, his fol-
lowers were left in confusion.  Most were ex-
pecting the Messiah to be a royal military lead-
er who would overthrow the enemies of Israel 
and be honoured by the Jewish religious lead-
ers as king. This would be the proof of his mes-
siahship and this is what they expected Jesus 
would do.  Just a few days earlier, he had en-
tered Jerusalem to the acclaim of the crowds. 
At last, it seemed he was going to make his 
move and lead them in a war of liberation 
against the Romans.  Then he would establish 
his kingdom, restoring the fortunes of his peo-
ple.  Those who had followed him would be giv-
en key positions.  But before the week was 
over he was dead – executed like the worst 
criminal, rejected by the religious leaders, and 
his followers went into hiding.  

No one (except for Jesus) expected this to hap-
pen. Although there were different ideas among 
the Jews about what the messiah would do, 
there were some common themes. Being cruci-
fied was not the one of them.  In fact, coming to 
such an end would have been high on the list 
of events proving someone was not the Messi-
ah. So why did his followers continue to believe 
in a Messiah who, instead of leading them to 
victory, only seemed to have brought ignominy 
and suffering on himself?   

The disciples’ point of view 

Let’s look at it from the disciples’ point of view.  
Jesus did not fulfil any of those common expec-

tations for the Jews of his day.  Instead of rout-
ing the Romans, he came as the Prince of 
Peace, not even carrying a weapon.  He was 
born in a rented stable and buried in a bor-
rowed tomb.  He was executed in mid-life by a 
method reserved for slaves and rebels.  So, 
why would his followers maintain that he was 
the Messiah?  Why would they not just cut their 
losses after his death and move on?  Why 
would they even be willing to be killed them-
selves for this Messiah?  New Testament 
scholar N.T. Wight explains it well: 

There were, to be sure, ways of coping with 
the death of a teacher, or even a leader. 
The picture of Socrates was available, in 
the wider world, as a model of unjust death 
nobly borne.  The category of “martyr” was 
available, within Judaism, for someone who 
stood up to pagan … The category of failed 
but still revered Messiah, however, did not 
exist.  A Messiah who dies at the hands of 
the pagans, instead of winning [God’s] bat-
tle against them, was a deceiver …Why 
then did people go on talking about Jesus 
of Nazareth, except as a remarkable but 
tragic memory?  The obvious answer is 
that … Jesus was raised from the dead. 
(Jesus and the Victory of 
God, Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 
1996, page 658). 

Suffering would not have been necessary for 
the kind of Messiah the people of his time were 
expecting. He could have lived to a ripe old 
age, and then have been enshrined in legend 
and history like David, Joshua or Gideon.  Even 
if the had lost his life in a struggle against the 
Romans, he could have had a place of honour.  
But to live in relative obscurity and then die in 
disgrace – what kind of Messiah is that?   

But Jesus was so much more than a military 
hero. He had come, not just to deliver Israel 
from the Romans, but to rescue all humanity 
from captivity to evil and death, and reconcile 
humanity to God.  To do that, he had to suffer 
and die. On the very day that Jesus rose from 
the dead, he spoke of himself: “Was it not nec-
essary for the Christ to suffer these things and 
enter into his glory” (Luke 24:26). 

Jesus: The Unexpected Messiah 



CONTACT US 
 

GRACE COMMUNION CHURCH 
 

A Local Congregation of 

Grace Communion International 
 

www.gcind.org; email: office@gcind.org 

# 16 Surya Enclave, Trimulgherry, 

Secunderabad, T. S., India – 500015, 

MISSION STATEMENT: GCC CLOSE UP is 
published by Grace Communion Church in 
Hyderabad, India to provide news of 
church activities and to stimulate Christian 
growth through Biblically insightful articles. 
 

EDITORIAL TEAM 

D. ZACHARIAH 

PRAVEEN CHINTA 

F. PAUPENS 

D. SURIYAMOORTHY 

Dr. SUDHIR SINGH 

As Paul wrote to the church at Philippi:  [Jesus] 
being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be used to his 
own advantage; rather, he made himself noth-
ing by taking the very nature of a servant, be-
ing made in human likeness.  And being found 
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death – even death 
on a cross (Phil 2:6-8). 
 

Who Jesus was … and is! 
 

After his resurrection, the full realization of who 
Jesus was, and what he had come to do, be-
gan to sink in.  As his followers absorbed the 
wonder, grace and glory of his crucifixion and 
resurrection, they were transformed.  Led by 
the Holy Spirit, only then did they begin to fulfil 
his “Great Commission,” taking his message of 
forgiveness of sin, victory over evil and death, 
and of salvation to the whole world.   
 
Convinced of the truth and reality of who Jesus 
was and what he had accomplished, not even 

the suffering hardship, persecution and, for 
some, execution could stop their proclamation 
reaching “to the uttermost parts of the earth.”  
We today are the beneficiaries of their mission 
and ministry that was handed on to others who 
were also faithful channels of God’s own rec-
onciling and renewing work down through the 
generations.  
 
Paul reminds us in 2 Cor 5: For Christ’s love 
compels us, because we are convinced that 
one died for all, and therefore all died.  And he 
died for all, that those who live should no long-
er live for themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again (v.14-15). 
 
Let’s renew our own sense of wonder and 
commitment, as we each do our part in carry-
ing on the Great Commission.  It is a message 
this world needs.  It has been well said, “He 
may not have been the Messiah all had hoped 
for, but he is indeed the Messiah of great hope 
for all.”   
                   Joseph Tkach 
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