
GCI INDIA 
GRACE COMMUNION CHURCH,  INDIA                                                              MARCH 2020 

MONTHLY UPDATE 

PRAYER  

REQUESTS 

• For God’s pro-
tection from 
Covid-19 

• People who are 
effected by the 
Lockdown 

• Bereaved fami-
lies of those who 
lost their lives 
due to Covid-19 

Worship Services Cancelled due to Lockdown  

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our country just 
as it has many others.  The government in India is tak-
ing all measures to ensure the safety of our citizens. 
Lockdowns, travel and meeting restrictions are in 
place.  Grace Communion, in keeping with government 
notifications, have cancelled all worship services since 
these announcements were made and will remain in 
place in our church until further notice.  Members are 
advised to strictly follow all information given by the 
government.  Let us lift our voices in prayer for God’s 
grace, mercy and deliverance.   

In-House Fellowship Meetings 

From the beginning of 2020 Grace Communion started a practice of meeting in homes of mem-
bers.  This is to facilitate fellowship and to provide focused support that families of our church 
need.  Prayer is offered for special needs and discussions to address issues specific to the fam-
ily are done. So far the Philips and Rao's homes were visited.  These meetings will, however, be 
suspended until the pandemic is over in keeping with government notifications.         

Xavier Invites Church for House Dedication 

Pianist and worship co-
ordinator Xavier Patrick 
invited members of 
Grace Communion to a 
special house warming 
ceremony of their newly 
renovated home. Pastor 
Dan gave the main 
message encouraging 
members gathered to 
remember that a truly 
happy home is when we allow God to be the “builder” (Ps 127). Wor-
ship leader Manoah and guitarist George led in special thanksgiving 
numbers. Members were treated to a home cooked sumptuous lunch.  
May God bless Xavier & his family.    



UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. Online Worship 
Services & Bible 
studies as will be 
notified through 
our online social 
media group. 

2. Good Friday 
Online Services:  
10:30 am 

3. Resurrection 
Sunday Online 
Worship Ser-
vices: 10:30 am 

BIRTHDAYS IN APRIL 

• Xavier on 1st 

• Nelson Philips & 
Glady on 5th 

• Selina on 8th 

• Mary Zachariah & 
Sachin Nirale on 11th 

• Linus Jason on 14th 

• Hasini on 15th 

• K. Anand Kumar on 
17th 

• Shashikala Jason on 
17th 

• Leeann on 24th 

• Lokeshwari on 30th 

WEDDING                      
ANNIVERSARIES 

Mrs& Mr. Rita on 4th 

 

National Office offers Online                       
Bible Study & Worship  

Members of Grace Com-
munion have started 
benefiting from the 
Online Worship and Bible 
Study webinars hosted 
by Praveen Chinta.  Sun-
day worship meets via 
zoom is held at 10:30 
am.  Mid-week Bible 
Studies are normally held 
on a Wednesday evening 
at 5 pm.  Online Children’s Church is also held for the junior Sunday 
School children twice a week.  Selina and Pearl facilitates these.   

 JOY 
What is joy? Is it the same as happiness? I have found that joy, such 
as God gives, is first of all incomprehensible. It is like a spring with an 
inexhaustible source, an invisible source. 
 
Happiness often depends on our circumstances, while joy does not. It 
is therefore not strange to find people in the most deplorable situa-
tions still having incomprehensible joy!  An example from the Bible is 
Paul and Silas while they were in prison. They were found praying 
and singing when they had every reason to be in despair. 
 
An example that often astounds me is that of church members in Afri-
ca. Most of them live in devastating circumstances! It is said that we 
(Africans) sing when we’re happy, we sing when we’re sad and we 
sing any other time in between! They suffer outwardly, but they have 
this inexplicable joy and generosity! They give whatever they have. 
Their joy always goes with generosity, singing and dancing. 

 
This joy is also a fruit of the Spirit, as we read in Galatians. Remem-
ber the joy in your heart when you first came to Christ? The joy of the 
first love! Such joy can never be generated by our own wills, as at-
tested by the scripture below: 

 
“You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the 
message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the 
Holy Spirit" (1 Thes 1:6).   

Margaret Musekwa (GCI member South Africa)  

 Women's Day Service 

A special worship service was held on Women’s Day led by them.  
Mses Pauline, Madhu, Elizabeth 
and Suma were among the speak-
ers recounting contributions made 
by ladies in the Bible and in contem-
porary society.  Prayers were of-
fered, special musical numbers 
were sung and a special meal ca-
tered. Grace Communion thanks 
our ladies for their service.     
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GROWING IN GRACE 

Scripture tells us that Jesus, our High Priest, 
was “tempted in every way, just as we are—yet 
he did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15). This power-
ful truth is represented in the historic Christian 
teaching that Jesus, in his humanity, is the 
“vicarious human.” 
 
Vicarious is a Latin word that means “in place 
of another,” or “on another’s behalf.” Through 
the Incarnation, the eternal Son of God, while 
remaining God, became human. Calvin re-
ferred to this as the “wondrous exchange.” T. F. 
Torrance used the word substitution: “In 
the incarnation, the Son of God abased him-
self, substituted himself in our place, interposed 
himself between us and God the Father, taking 
all our shame and curse upon himself, not as a 
third person, but as one who is God him-
self” (Atonement, p. 151). In one of his books, 
our friend Chris Kettler refers to “the 
deep interaction between Christ’s humanity and 
our humanity at the level of our being, the onto-
logical level.” 
 
In his vicarious humanity, Jesus represents all 
humanity. He is the second Adam, who is far 
superior to the first. Representing us, Jesus 
was baptized for us—the sinless one baptized 
for sinful humanity. Our baptism then is a par-
ticipation in his. Representing us, Jesus was 
crucified and died for us so that we may live 
(Romans 6:4). Then Jesus rose from the grave, 
making us alive with him (Ephesians 2:4-5). 
Then he ascended, seating us with him in 
the heavenly realms (Ephesians 2:6). Every-
thing Jesus did, he did in our place, on our be-
half. And that includes being tempted on our 
behalf. 

 
I find it encouraging to know that Jesus went 
through the same sort of temptations I face and 
overcame them in my place, on my behalf. To 
face our temptations and overcome them was 
one of the reasons Jesus went into the wilder-
ness following his baptism. Even though the 
enemy was there to interfere, Jesus prevailed. 
He is the overcomer—on my behalf, in my 
place. Understanding this makes a world of dif-
ference! 
 
Many people face a crisis concerning their 
identity. There are three unhelpful ways that 

people typically identify themselves: by what 
they do, by what others say about them, and by 
what they possess. It’s interesting to note that 
the three temptations faced by Jesus in the wil-
derness had to do with all three of these identi-
ty factors. 
 
You will recall that in the Gospel accounts of 
Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness (in Matthew 
and Luke), the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wil-
derness to be tempted by the enemy. Jesus did 
not go through these trials alone. He was ac-
companied by the Holy Spirit. He was never 
alone—just as we are never alone. 
 
After 40 days of prayer and fasting, the enemy 
came to Jesus and said, “If…” Now that’s a big 
word, and I suggest that many of our own 
temptations start with the word “if.” “If I could 
just…” “If you are…” “If you had your way…” 
etc. Satan taunted Jesus with the words, “If you 
are the Son of God…” In doing so, Satan was 
tempting Jesus to doubt his true identity in rela-
tionship to his heavenly Father—to lead him to 
think he needed to prove his identity and act in 
certain ways to secure it for himself. 
 
Satan sends similar temptations our way—
calling into question our relationship to God 
and leading us to think that we, by our own ef-
forts, must achieve our identity as children of 
God. But Jesus exposes the lies of these temp-
tations hidden behind all of the “ifs.” 
 
Jesus’ first temptation involved the false as-
sumption, I am what I do. Satan said, “If you 
are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” In other words, prove 
to yourself that you really are the Son of God. 
See if you have miraculous powers to feed 
yourself and demonstrate your self-sufficiency! 

The second temptation involved the false as-
sumption, I am what others say about 
me. Satan said to Jesus, “If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down and let the angels 
rescue you.” In other words, prove to yourself 
that you are the Son of God by seeing if the an-
gels will obey your command and then if others 
witnessing this spectacle will confirm to who 
you are. 

JESUS CHRIST - TEMPTED ON OUR BEHALF 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%204.15
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%206.4
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%202.4-5
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%202.6
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Jesus’ third temptation involved the false as-
sumption, I am what I possess. Satan said, “If 
you are the Son of God, fall down and worship 
me and I will give you all the kingdoms of the 
world.” In other words, prove you are the Son of 
God by having all the rulers of the world under 
your authority as you ought to. Simply submit to 
my authority to take possession of them all. 
 
Jesus saw through the false assumptions be-
hind each temptation. With each one he replied, 
“It’s a lie!” For Jesus, there was no “If I am the 
Son of God,” but always “Because I AM the Son 
of God.” Jesus knew there was nothing he 
needed to do or possess to be who he truly was. 
Jesus knew who he was and remained secure 
in his relationship with the Father, confident in 
the Father’s faithfulness. Under the pressure of 
temptation, the Holy Spirit, who had sent him 
into the wilderness in the first place, was there 
to remind him. Knowing who he was, Jesus had 
no need to prove it to himself. He had no need 
to act independently from his Father, out of un-
belief, as if he could not trust his Father’s love 
and provision. 
 
Torrance reminds us that Jesus, being the Son 
of God, did not need to go through and over-
come temptation for himself. In his vicarious hu-
manity, Jesus met and overcame these tempta-
tions on our behalf: “It was for our sakes and in 
our place that Jesus lived that vicarious life in 
utter reliance upon God and in laying hold upon 
his mercy and goodness” (Incarnation, p. 125). 
Jesus did this for us knowing clearly who he 
was—the Son of God and the Son of Man. 
 
For us to be delivered from temptations in our 
lives, it’s essential that we know who we truly 
are. As sinners saved by grace, we have a new 
identity—we are Jesus’ beloved brothers and 
sisters, God’s dearly loved children. This is not 
an identity we earn, and certainly not one others 
can give us. No, it’s something God has given to 

us through the vicarious humanity of his Son. 
We simply trust him to be who he is for us and 
then receive from him this new identity with 
much thanksgiving. 
 
We take strength knowing that Jesus overcame 
for us the deceit of Satan’s subtle, yet powerful 
temptations concerning the nature and source of 
our true identity. As we live in Christ, secure in 
that identity, we will find that what used to tempt 
us and make us fall becomes less and less pow-
erful. We grow in strength as we embrace and 
live into our true identity—secure in knowing it is 
ours in relationship with the triune God who is 
faithful and full of love for us his children. 

 
If we are not secure in our true identity, tempta-
tions likely will set us back. We may doubt we 
are Christians, or that God loves us uncondition-
ally. We might be tempted to think that being 
tempted means God has begun to withdraw 
from us. But knowing our true identity as God’s 
dearly beloved children is a freely-given gift. We 
can rest secure knowing that Jesus, in his vicari-
ous humanity, overcame all temptation for us—
in our place and on our behalf. Knowing this en-
ables us to stand back up when we fall (and we 
will), make whatever amends we need to make, 
and trust God to lead us forward. In fact, con-
fessing that we have fallen and are in need of 
God’s forgiveness are signs that God remains 
unconditionally faithful to us. Were he not, had 
he actually abandoned us, we never would turn 
back to him to receive again his freely-given 
grace and thus be renewed in his welcoming 
embrace. 
 
Let us look to Jesus who was tempted in every 
way we are, yet without sin. Let us rely on his 
mercy, his love, his strength. And let us praise 
God because Jesus Christ, the vicarious hu-
man, has overcome for us. 

Joseph Tkach 
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