
GCI INDIA 
GRACE COMMUNION CHURCH,  INDIA                                                           JANUARY 2020 

MONTHLY UPDATE 

Members Meet for New Year Service 

Members of Grace Communion Hyderabad  came to-

gether on January 1 to ring in the new year and a new 

decade!  Pastor Dan encouraged members to see what 

God is doing in our fellowship and plan the coming year 

with divine guidance.  Expounding Proverbs 29:18, he 

said that we must be aware of God’s direction for us  be-

fore we seek our own plans.  We must not be like ancient 

Israel where they refused to recognize the revelation of 

God and “stumble day and night” (Hosea 4:5-6). He out-

lined the overall  plan to pursue our vision of Healthy 

Church.   Honouring a long standing practice, scripture 

cards were distributed to all the members, once again 

reminding them of the importance of Holy Scripture  and 

the need to honour what it is telling us.   

 

Ministry Action Plan – 2020 

GCI Hyderabad Ministry Team  met on Jan 11 to 

chalk out the Ministry Action Plan for the new year.  

Regional Director Dan Zachariah explained that our 

mission “To Live & Share The Gospel”  can only be 

accomplished by our vision to be a “Healthy Church.”  

He also explained that  a Healthy Church is charac-

terized by Healthy Leadership and Healthy Ministries 

but it requires a Healthy Theology  to spearhead all of 

the above.  Our Trinitarian Faith gives us a solid foun-

dation to realize this.  Accordingly the MAP 2020 was 

drafted.   

Dan also brought focus to our newly devised Worship 

Calendar.  He encouraged the team to meditate on 

this  and begin to weave this into our congregational 

life.  How  to prepare inspiring sermons was also discussed.  He asked members to become fa-

miliar with the RCL and take support from each other to ensure theological accuracy and audi-

ence edification.  He encouraged the team to take more responsibility to ensure smooth adminis-

trative and ministerial effectiveness.  He hoped that the team would be ready to lead the Hydera-

bad congregation soon.   



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

• Feb 9  Memorial 
for Mrs Rani, 
mother of Eliza-
beth Manoah  

• Feb 9  Commun-
ion and fellow-
ship luncheon ser-
vice  

• Feb 18  Supervi-
sion of Christian 
Counsellors  

• Feb 23-29  Level 2 
Counsellor Train-
ing.  

 

BIRTHDAYS DURING 

FEBRUARY 

• 2
nd

 - Basha 

• 12
th

 - K. Sanjeeva 

Rao 

• 12
th

 - Kiran 

• 19
th 

- Nathan 

• 18
th

 - Roshan 

• 25
th

 - Abhishikth 

Counsellors’ Training 

Level 3 counsellor training was held by Grace Communion and PTP.  

15 participants graduated.  Pastor Dan provided supervision sessions 

for the group.   

SERMONS  

The following sermon audios are added to our website, January 
2020: www.gcind.org 

2020 - New year : Dan Zachariah 

Discipline of Feasting : Dan Zachariah 

Epiphany ; Dan Zachariah 

Living our Beliefs : Dan Zachariah 

History : Praveen Chinta 

Mumbai: Church Member Visited 

Mrs. Elizabeth Saldana was visited by Ber-

tram and Benny to provide support and fel-

lowship.  Elizabeth lives fairly isolated in a 

far flung suburb of Mumbai. Thankfully she 

has helpful neighbours and is provided care 

by them.  She continues to attend Bible 

Studies with the Grace Communion fellow-

ship group in Mumbai.       

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• GCI India Ministry Action plan and Goals for this year  

• Grace Communion Hyderabad new leadership team 

• Sheela (Franklin Paupen’s sister) and Mrs. Philips for their 
health concerns 

• Mr. Jagan (Rachel’s husband), Mrs Madhu for speedy re-
covery 
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GROWING IN GRACE 
CHANGE 

Change is inevitable. Some welcome it, most 
are scared of it, many avoid it.  The Bible de-
mands it:  "Rather, speaking the truth in love, 
we are to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ…” (Eph 4:15).   If we are 
to grow in Christ, that requires us to be con-
stantly changing, being moulded by HIS LOVE 
to be like him...to care for others like he did.  
Like it or not, change has to play a major role in 
our lives every day.   

Why we don’t like change?  

We fear it will upset our comfortable lives.  
What if we don't get it right? To change means 
to show the world we were probably wrong.  
That hurts our pride and ego. What will people 
say about me? Then, there is the fear of the un-
known.  All of the above tends to make us not 
to like and to resist change.   

My husband and I experienced the pang of 
change through personal experience. We were 
moved several times during our overseas em-
ployment. It was hard shifting from one country 
to another. With each move there was the chal-
lenge of finding a church to worship in.  We 
were made to go through different types of 
churches, meet people from various cultures. 
We witnessed contrasting forms of church wor-
ship services and evangelism done in various 
countries. At every point we were thrown out of 
our comfort zone. We were always uncomforta-
ble at the beginning of every change. It natural-
ly made us to question as to why we were go-
ing through this and how would this help us?  

Interestingly, it was nevertheless beneficial to 
witness the variety of ways people worship in 
different churches.  We saw how diversely com-
munion was observed in some. There were a 
few where the public speaking of tongues was 
a regular practice, something that we were not 
accustomed too. In some, members promptly 
told us that we are sitting in their chairs!!  

We began to learn that each of us are created 
and gifted uniquely.  In all the change one thing 
became very clear: where ever we were our an-
chor finally was Jesus Christ, nothing else. So, 
we tried our best to accept the change and 
adapt to the situation, instead of fighting and 

resisting it.    

Finally, the time came when our last project in 
Kenya got over. We prayed for God’s guidance 
as to what we would do next. It became clear to 
us that we were being directed to go back to 
India.  This would be another one of those big 
changes!  My husband and I were fearful of so 
many things and apprehensive to go back after 
seventeen long years living outside of India. 
But, through all the changes we experienced 
we were now prepared for this big one! We 
knew that we could face it with God’s help.  

Accepting change as Christians 

A vital lesson we learned is to accept change 
and maintain the right attitude to make it helpful 
for us.  As Christians we are faced with change 
regularly.  Though it may be uncomfortable, it is 
necessary that we slowly change day by day to 
become more like HIM in our personal walk 
with God and corporately as a church.  We 
have to cope and learn and manage change 
effectively in order for God to mould us. It is 
necessary that in all circumstances of life, how 
best can we show God's love and be a witness 
to the good message of the gospel? This may 
require for us to change our ways and perspec-
tives.  This will equip us to put ourselves in the 
shoes of others so that we can better cater to 
their needs.  

In his book THE IMPACT OF ATTITUDE, 
Chuck Swindoll said,  "We cannot change our 
past. We cannot change the fact that people 
act in a certain way. We cannot change the in-
evitable. The only thing we can do is play on 
the one string we have, and that is our attitude." 
Yes, every change brings in a set of challeng-
es, but if we have the right attitude and are unit-
ed and rooted in God’s love, we will prevail 
through HIS LOVE GRACE AND MERCY. His 
grace will be sufficient for us to do all that it 
takes. The formula is being rooted in His love 
through these various circumstances.  

The attitude that we are called to have is one 
that is positive and hopeful. “Nothing paralyzes 
our lives like the attitude that things can never 
change. We need to remind ourselves that God 
can change things. Outlook determines out-
come if we see only the problems, we will be 
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defeated; but if we see the possibilities in the 
problems, we can have victory.” (Warren 
Wiersbe, Bible Commentary).   

So let's have a different perspective to change 
from now on. Let's look at it enthusiastically. 

Let us not be afraid to come out of our comfort 
zones. God will see us through and it will surely 
be for the advancement of HIS kingdom. 

                       Shanti Nirale 

Member Profile 

Senior most member, Mrs Santhosham Noah Sandri, is an inspi-

ration par-excellence in the Hyderabad congregation!  Born Jan 

22, 1929, she still attends Grace Communion worship services at 

the age of 92.  With 5 children and 8 grandchildren she remains 

active in encouraging and serving with a smile.  She and her hus-

band became part of Grace Communion back in 1969 by reading 

the Plain Truth magazine. Her late husband John Noah Sandri, 

was later ordained an elder in GCI and served as associate Pas-

tor with Dan Zachariah.  On many occasions the church used to 

meet in their home.   

When the church reformed its doctrinal beliefs they embraced the 

changes and never looked back.  She believes that Grace Com-

munion is unique in the way the Scriptures are preached and the 

focus given to the Holy Spirit and the Trinitarian faith. For her the 

church is like an extended family.  She is proud of our fellowship where there are no discrimina-

tions.  To be able to attend church and worship with brethren is a passion that she continues to 

enjoy.  She feels loved and  blessed in this fellowship.   

Her spiritual life is sustained by focusing on the great-

ness of Jesus as her Saviour and she tries to remain a 

living sacrifice  to her children and the church.  It is her 

belief in Jesus that helps her cope with the challenges 

of old age.  She wants to encourage the youth to be-

long to God and to live by His grace.  She prays for 

them often.  And at 92 she still enjoys a bit of garden-

ing and watching good Christian programs on TV.    
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