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         GCI INDIA 

The Christmas story provides plenty of opportunity for profound reflection of 
the God we worship. Two of them leap off the passage from John’s writings 
in his epistle: 

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live though him. In this is love, not that 
we have loved God but that he loves us and sent his Son to be the propitia-
tion for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one an-
other (1 John 4:9-12, ESV).  

God loved us first unconditionally. He did not wait for us to seek him, nor did 
he wait for us to attain some degree of moral perfection to accept us.   In 
fact, he died for us “while we were still in our sins.”  This attests to the fact 
that God’s love is unconditional.  His acceptance of us and our belonging to 
him were not predicated on some moral or spiritual condition to fulfill on our 
part.  This is what takes us straight to the Christmas story. 

“In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live though him.” Not only was this love 
first and unconditional, it became an action, it was manifested in deed – God 
sent his Son!  Jesus Christ became God’s love for us.  It is that love which 
gives us life – the fullness of life!   

Thus, love and life become synonymous. The only way we can experience 
the fullness of life is to live a life of love.  Hence, the indicative “Beloved, if 
God so loved us” becomes for us the imperative “we also ought to love one 
another.” 

The Christmas story reveals who God is in what he does. We are then given 
the privilege of accepting this reality and live into that love story, as we are 
told by John: “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.” (1 John 4:7)  

 Daniel Zachariah                                                 
(Regional Director) 
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Praveen and Pearl Chinta’s daughter Claire turned one year old on No-
vember 27 this year. The parents desired their child to be baptized in 
GCI India, which Pastor Dan did on November 28. The couple ex-
pressed their commitment to raise their child in the Christian faith and 
walk. The GCI congregation in Hyderabad happily accepted her into 
the body of Christ and expressed their commitment to extend Christ’s 
love and affection. The message focused on the Biblical teaching that 
all are included in Christ’s love and kingdom, which was explained by 
many examples from both Old and New Testaments. The Church 
should not exclude anyone whom Christ included. Birthday celebrations 
and a sumptuous banquet followed the service. A total number of 115 
people attended and blessed the baby. Many of Praveen’s relatives 
and friends appreciated the event and were impressed by GCI worship 
service. The couple expressed their gratitude towards Church for con-
sidering and treating them as family.  

BABY DEDICATION 

December was an exciting time due to 
the world opening up cautiously for the 
festive season. In the light of this GCI 
ASIA churches organized combined Ad-
vent Sunday celebrations and fellowship 
meetings online (Zoom/Facebook/
YouTube) and in-person. Starting from 
5th Dec 2021 to  19th Dec 2021 and 
themed on Peace, Eudokia & Joy. On 
5th Dec, GCI Malaysia/Singapore hosted 
the celebration, with Ps. Devaraj Ramoo 
speaking on Peace through Surrender, 
while Ps. Joe Zachariah spoke on 
Peace through Rest. On 12th Dec GCI 
India hosted the service, with Praveen 
Chinta speaking on Eudokia through 
God’s Intent. On the 19th Dec GCI Phil-
ippines . . .  

. . . hosted the celebration with Ps. Eu-
gene Guzon speaking on Great Joy 
through the Good News. All celebra-
tion Services were a blessing to all 
those who attended physically and on 
various online platforms. We had uplift-
ing Praise and Worship, Blessed Com-
munion, Special Songs, comforting 
Prayers, Special Performances, En-
couraging and Inspiring sharing of the 
Word followed by a joyful interactive 
time of fellowship via the breakout 
rooms on Zoom. We truly thank God for 
our leadership for planning such a won-
derful Festive celebration time, connect-
ing hearts all over for a deeper relation-
ship with God and with each other. 

GCI Asia Advent Celebrations 

Engagement Ceremony 

Maurice and Amala Braggs are pleased to 
announce the engagement of their daugh-
ter Sharon with Vikram (Eldest son of Mrs. 

Leela Kumari). The Engagement took 
place on December 18th at the GCI Hyder-

abad church premises. The ceremony 
was solemnized by                                 

Sr. Pastor Daniel Zachariah.    



Speaking to around 100 students, Pastor Dan shared insights into 
why pursuing interpersonal relationships are important and how they 
may be cultivated. The short seminar was held at the Wesley Girls 
College in Secunderabad on Nov 23, 2021. Many of them are 
struggling with relational challenges at their homes and with 
friendships. Several questions were asked after the talk with regards 
to how to avoid toxic relational situations and how to deal with 
parents that may be too controlling.  He specifically gave tips on how 
not to fall into the pitfall of dysfunctional romantic situations.  He 
urged them to be comfortable to take counsel when faced with 
confusing circumstances and to remain safe by making wise 
choices.  In feedback received many commented that the information 
shared was helpful and encouraging.    

STUDENTS GIVEN TIPS FOR HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 
Christmas is a time for family, fellowship, and celebrations. GCI India celebrated the Advent with other members of GCI 
Asia family. A special carols night was held at church premises on the evening of 23rd December. Carols were sung 
with joy and gladness along with candlelight service. This was continued with a warm and fun filled fellowship time 
around bonfire with delicious potluck which members were missing for two years. A special Christmas service was held 
by GCI India for members and guests at 10.30 am on December 25, members from Hyderabad joined in person and 
others participated in the virtual service. Pastor Dan in his sermon reminded the members that Christmas tells us that 
we belong to God, and we are born of God in His love to share the same with others. He said that Christmas is a great 
expression of God’s unconditional love. All enjoyed the sweets and cakes brought by the members. 
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Hebrews 13:4: “Marriage is honourable among all” 

The wedding of Annie Angela Xavier with Arpan Paul was solemnized on the beautiful evening of December 
29. Annie is daughter of Mrs. Mary Kutty Xavier and Mr. Patrick Xavier. The wedding ceremony was held at 
Our Lady of Fatima Church followed by a grand reception with beautiful dances of the newly married couple 
and others and with a sumptuous dinner. Members participated in the celebrations and blessed the young 
couple. Mr. Patrick Xavier serves GCI Hyderabad as the pianist  in the worship team, now since a decade. 
Congratulations to the newly married and special prayers and blessings from GCI India. 

2022 New Year Service 

 

 

 

GCI India held its New Year 2022 Service both 
online and in-person at Hyderabad on the 1st 
January 2022. The service was reminiscent of 
God’s faithfulness, protection, and grace 
throughout the year. The service included uplift-
ing praise and worship, a special song telling us 
about the different names and attributes of God, 
Encouraging Testimonies along with the exhorta-
tion of the Word by Ps Dan Zachariah. We were 
also given the Denominational theme for 2022 – 
COMPELLED BY LOVE and encouraged to lead 
a life compelled by the Love of Christ, not only 
for ourselves, but for Christ and for the entire 
humanity. One of the highlights of the service 
was the distribution of Promise Cards encourag-
ing everyone. The service concluded with    
Prayers, Benediction and Pastoral blessings. 

Member Profile : Mr. Sikindar Parikshit 
I came to know 
about the church 
through the Plain 
Truth magazine in 
1978.  Apart from 
the articles re-
garding Christian 
faith, theology and 
archaeology it had 
world news with a 
trajectory of Chris-
tian understanding 
which enhanced 

my interest.  After attending my first Festival of Tab-
ernacles in 1979 my interest in studying the Bible 
increased.  I became an avid reader of the booklets 
published and the Word of God. I became a mem-
ber and enjoyed the love of the members.  My chil-
dren were blessed through the Bible lessons which 
my wife used to explain to them.  The church 
helped me to consistently grow in God’s grace and 
knowledge and empowered to become submissive 
and humble to Christ.  Severe trials made me to 
question God, especially having to taking care of 
my bedridden wife and managing the family but 
continued to remain near to God.  Turning 71 years 
of age I have since relocated to Hyderabad and am 
happy to attend church regularly.  I am encouraged 
by the fellowship of members and continue to enjoy 
reading the Bible.  I serve the church as a member 
of the Board and will be happy to execute any work 
assigned to me and support it in every way. 



 

• Regular Sunday Worship Services                
@ 10:30 am  via Zoom & YouTube in January 

• Bible Study resumed every Wednesday       
@ 6pm via Zoom 

• Soul Fuel, monthly Teens’ meet,                 
January - 2022 

 

 
Prayer Requests 

• WCG/GCI India restructuring. 

• GCI India plans for 2022 - 

         Theme : Compelled by Love 

• Ensuing Covid – 19 (Omicron)         
Pandemic 

• Upcoming elections in India 

• Protection of “Rights of minorities” in 
India 

• Wellbeing of all the members of GCI 
India and its expansion. 

Wedding Anniversaries 

In January & February 

Ps. Dan & Mary Zachariah -  10th Jan 

Ravi & Sumalatha -  28th Jan 

Vincent & Matricialyne Chan - 9th Feb 

Anil & Rekha Nagar -  22nd Feb

Birthdays  

in January & February 

Johncy Mary -  3rd Jan 

Rachel Kemuel -  5th Jan 

Phoebe Bandaru -  5th Jan 

Linda Sandri -  9th Jan 

Grace Bacher -  11th Jan 

Santosh Noah -  22nd Jan 

Bobby Matthews -  23rd Jan 

Seema Sikindar -  5th Feb 

Sanjeeva Rao -  12th Feb 

Francis Kiran -  12th Feb 

Roshan Sandri -  18th Feb 

Nathan Philips -  19th Feb 

Sikindar Parikshit -  20th Feb 

Abhishikt (Sonu) - 25th Feb 

Anushrut (Nikki) - 27th Feb 

Kenneth Koneri -  28th Feb 



Christmas from a Teen’s Perspective 
This entire year for a teen is like a million moments all squashed in one. Wherein 
we are evolving, maturing, falling down, hitting rock bottom, getting up, placing 
your foot on solid ground, celebrating, and cruising through life. An entire emo-
tional rollercoaster I’d say. As we come to the month of December, as a teen 
some of us are joyous. While for others they are barely hanging on, seeking for 
some hope, some solid ground. As Christmas comes, for me as a Christian 
Teenager, I am reminded that God is faithful even when we are faithless at 
times. Hope is the first word that comes to my mind when I think of Christmas. 
Hope that even though sometimes we hurt, better things are yet to come, Hope 
that when sometimes we don’t feel loved, we are loved more than imaginable. 
Hope that a little baby boy was born in a manger, so that he could save us all as 
broken and imperfect as we are. Christmas for me as a teen, is one of the most 
integral parts of a year. Why you ask me? Because it is proof that better is yet to 
come. And knowing that a Saviour was born for you and for me is proof that 
even an emotional rollercoaster that brings us down and pulls us back up is just 
a part of his wonderous plan and that more good things are yet to come.  

Chanelle Nirale 

We wish you a blessed New Year -  2022 

- Anonymous 



Eudokia : God’s Intent 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the 
highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Luke 2:13-14 

Eudokia is a Greek word which means, “God’s intent.” The word was used and translated in the scripture above as 
“Goodwill”. This great proclamation of good news to the entire human race was announced by a multitude of angels. 

There was no communication from God to Israel for four hundred years. Malachi was the last prophet who heard from 
the Lord. The nation was in oppression for nearly 600 hundred years and were desperately waiting for the intervention 
of God in their lives. At this moment the angels announced the good news about God’s goodwill towards men. This arti-
cle discusses the goodwill of God revealed through the coming of the Son of God as a little baby. 

Goodwill Revealed in the Announcement 

There was a 400 years of gap between Malachi in Old Testament and Matthew in the New Testament, which is called 
the “silent period” by theologians. During these four hundred years there was no communication from God while Israel 
was in oppression and distress. Prophet Isaiah prophesied of this condition they were in, “But Zion said, ‘The Lord has 
forsaken me, And my Lord has forgotten me.’”(Isaiah 49:14). Jeremiah also foretold about their condition in Lamenta-
tions 5:20: “Why do You forget us forever? Why do You forsake us so long?” Israel was desperately waiting for God’s 
intervention, especially for their Messiah. It is at this point of time the angels announced the “Goodwill” of God. This 
explains clearly that God neither forgot them nor forsook them but He remembered and intervened in their lives.  

Similarly, the last two years have been quite stressful for most of us. Some of us have lost jobs, some lost their dear 
ones and all of us were locked inside our own houses with one prayer on our lips, “How long, oh Lord?” In these des-
perate times Christmas reminds us of the good news that God remembers you and me just as He remembered Israel in 
Egypt and redeemed them out of Egyptian slavery with great miracles and wonders. 

Goodwill Revealed in the Birth of a Baby  

Christmas is the coming of the creator God of the universe as a little baby to save humanity from corruption. He was 
able to come as a fully grown-up man as Adam but, instead, He choose to come as a little baby. To understand this, it 
is important to recognize the significance of the birth. A person who is born and grows up in a particular situation only 
can understand that particular situation better. Similarly, God who choose to be born as a human being, could under-
stand human difficulties, oppressions, cheating, pain, temptation, sickness, poverty, sufferings, time boundness, death, 
etc. Jews were under Roman oppression just as all of humanity is under the oppression of sin and death. The Bible 
says, “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted 
as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). He knows our weakness and is able to empathize with us. Similarly, He met 
with us even at the lowest level a human can ever go which is being buried six feet under. (contd…) 
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Through the crucifixion and resurrection He put an end to this corruption and brought immortality to mortals humans. Jesus’ 
incarnation reminds us that God stepped into our very situation so He could relate to our pain and redeem us from our diffi-
culties 

Goodwill in His Doing 

One of the most revolutionary teachings of Jesus is unconditional forgiveness. We cannot find it even in the Old Testa-
ments. Through his action he expressed the same as He prayed for His torturers even before they ever asked for it (Luke 
23:34). His coming itself reveals His unconditional forgiveness; He did not stay away from us in heaven but He came to sin-
ners born to sinners, yet He Himself being without sin.  He ate, moved, worked and lived with sinners without the taint of sin 
and he died in the hands of sinners to set them free from sin. 2 Corinthians 5:19 states: “that is, that God was in Christ rec-
onciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.” 
Christmas gives us the confidence that God is not counting our sins against us so that we may come to his throne with con-
fidence. His coming and living with us is a proof of His unconditional forgiveness and this must give us confidence. He did 
all this because of His very nature as Father Son and Holy Spirit which is love that seeks to be relational. 

Goodwill in His Intention 

The better translation of the word Eudokia in Luke 2:14 can be found in the English Standard Version: “… and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased.” This reveals clearly the intention of God, that God is pleased with Humanity. 
As the Prophet Zephaniah reminds us, “The Lord your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over 
you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing” (Zephaniah 3:17). The incarnation 
was not out of obligation to save humanity but, out of God’s pleasure to be with humanity as a human throughout eternity. 
Christmas declares that God adores humanity with singing because He is pleased with them. So it is not what we do that 
makes God to be pleased with us or find favour in His sight. This also encourages us to live with confidence as His beloved 
children in whom He is well pleased. 

Angels announced the coming of the Lord to the shepherds. As children of God and as the Body of Christ we may also pray 
for God’s kingdom to come on earth and take every opportunity in declaring that the coming of the Lord is nearby.  

In conclusion Eudokia: God’s intent tells us that God remembers us, He came into our very situation to redeems us, He un-
conditionally forgave us and He is pleased with us. May yet another Christmas make us confident of God’s unconditional 
love that is revealed in the incarnation. 

- Praveen Chinta 
 


