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GCI Asia Special Advent Services 

 
A combined festive GCI Asia Advent Special 
Services were conducted from 29th Novem-
ber till 13th December. The hosts being Ma-
laysia/ Singapore, India and Phillipines. 
 
It was a blessed time singing carols and 
songs exalting our Saviour king Jesus, excit-
ing Kids ministry presentations, very apt and 
powerfully relevant sharing of the Word, all on 
a uniting, message of what it means to 
"Prepare ye the way of the Lord and to be a 
witness in this season, knowing the perfect 
gift we as mankind have been given- JESUS" leading towards a soul-enriching but a reminding 
Communion that our Lord came, lived, died for us and rose again so that we may have eternal 
hope and an abundant life. This was followed by zoom breakout sessions where people from dif-
ferent countries bonded, rejoiced and fellowshipped.  
 
Praise God for HIS family! Blessings and Season’s greetings from the Editorial team!  

Team Leaders Training 

In a training session for team leaders of GCI 
India via zoom on Nov 5, Pastor Dan intro-
duced the Support-Challenge Matrix that pro-
vides a window into the leadership culture of 
any organization.  Such a culture creates 
challenges and the support required to meet 
such challenges.   Leaders who follow a 
“dominate” model are not necessarily consul-
tative, tend to resort to fear and manipula-
tion.  High challenge is given without much 
support.  The “abdicate” model results in both 
low challenge and low support because sufficient interest and enthusiasm is not invested.    

The “protect” model operates on a protective mindset, bordering on mistrust and a sense of enti-
tlement.  The obvious result will be a very low challenge even though the support may be high. 
The “liberate” model infuses a culture of empowerment and creates opportunity for learning and 
growth.  This creates a high challenge to the leaders but is equally matched by high sup-
port.  GCI encourages its leaders to adopt the “liberate” model in the team-based-pastor-led min-
istry model.  GCI is grateful to Giant Worldwide that has provided this model to its leaders.  So, 
we look forward to a high challenge with the high support the team provides, always administered 
with grace!   



UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Special Christ-
mas service on 
25

th
 December 

(Both online 
and in-person) 

• Special New 
Year service 
on 1

st
 January 

(Both online 
and in-person) 

BIRTHDAYS DURING 
DECEMBER 

• Rachel on 9th  

• Pauline on 27th 

• Elizabeth 29th 

• Sheila Roach on 25th 

WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARIES 

• Kiran & Leena on 
17th 

• James Kemuel & Ra-
chel on 28th 

Member Couple Felicitated 

Praveen, a mem-
ber of Grace Com-
munion Hyderabad 
and His wife Pearl 
entered a new 
phase of life by be-
coming parents for 
the first time. They 
were blessed with 
a baby girl on 27 
November! The 
birth of their baby 
was preceded by a 
special baby shower organised by church members to celebrate 
the new mother. Both Indian and modern traditional styles and 
events were part of the celebrations. The ladies blessed Pearl, 
offered their prayers for her, and helped her prepare with the re-
quired counsel. The programme ended with a sumptuous lunch 
with all of Pearl’s favourite cuisine. The couple expressed their 
gratitude for being treated as a special part of the spiritual family 
and for the love of the church. 

Ministry Action Plan 2021 

The Ministry Action 
Plan is a document 
that lists out the stra-
tegic mission goals for 
the coming year.  It is 
guided by the vision of 
the church in an at-
tempt to fulfil the over-
all mission which is to 

live and share the gospel.  The three strategic areas in which 
an action plan is developed are the Hope, Faith and Love Ave-
nues which will lead us to be a healthy church.  The Hope ave-
nue helps us focus on inspirational worship to give us the hope 
to continue our spiritual journey. The Faith avenue provides us 
of vital learning and training in order to grow in the faith.  The 
Love avenue inspires us to reach out to bring the love of Christ 
into our communities.   

All of the above is spearheaded by our national ministry teams. The Hyderabad region is 
led by Nelson Philips ably assisted by Joshila Philips, Clement Sandri, Linda Sandri, K. Ra-
vi, Praveen Chinta and S. Selina. Our Mumbai/Pune/New Delhi regions is led by Sachin Ni-
rale, assisted by Shanti Nirale and Benny Mathews. Both teams are equipped, trained and 
assisted by Regional Director Dan Zachariah who is under the overall lead of Dr. Eugene 
Guzon. The pandemic disrupted our plans for 2020 but, with God’s guidance, we hope to 
follow through with the 2021 MAP. Dan and the team members thank our brethren for their 
participation and encouragement to continue the journey in the hope we have, growing in 
the faith and sharing the love of Christ in the communion of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  



QUIZ 

1. What does Jesus' other name, "Emmanuel", mean?  

2. What sign were the shepherds supposed to look for when search-

ing for Jesus?  

3. What gifts did the wise men bring to baby Jesus?  

4. Who was the prophet that foretold a virgin shall give birth to a 

son called Immanuel? 

5. What else did the wise men do aside from give Jesus gifts? 

6. List 5 names of Jesus found in the Bible?  

7. Which king ordered all the young children be killed? 

8. What is the name of the priest who was told he would not die un-

til he saw the Saviour? 

9. Why did Joseph have to travel to Bethlehem? 

10.To where did Jesus family flee from Bethlehem 

Whatsapp the answers to +919160274010, the first one who sends 
all correct answers will receive a gift. 

KIDS CORNER 

Congratulations to Glady Evelyn, winner of     

October month’s quiz. 

Art By Lydia 



BIBLICAL INSIGHTS FOR LIFE                            NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2020 

GROWING IN GRACE 
WHAT JESUS’ INCARNATION SHOWS US ABOUT 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A HUMAN 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14) is arguably the 
most profound and exciting statement in the Bible. Jesus came to seek and save the 
lost, but the good news goes much farther than that. Salvation is not merely the remov-
al of our sins – it is a new creation, a radical transformation of what it means to be hu-
man. You might even say that Christmas is not only about Jesus; it’s ultimately about 
you! 

True humanity 

When John wrote that Jesus became flesh and lived among us, he used an image the 
Jews were familiar with. The word translated as “dwelled” comes from root words 
meaning “to pitch a tent.” It referred to God’s dwelling among the Israelites in the taber-
nacle, a special tent that was the precursor to the temple of Solomon (see Exodus 
40:34-38). The difference is that the Word – Jesus – didn’t just dwell among humanity, 
he became human. 

As the perfect human, Jesus is the definition of everything it means to be human. What-
ever Jesus is, that is what he has made humanity to be in him. This tells you at least 
three things about yourself.  

It tells you that God is on your side. Jesus is God’s beloved Son in whom he is well 
pleased (Matthew 17:5). Because your life is in Jesus, and he is your life (Colossians 
3:4), you share in his personal relationship with the Father. With him and in him, you 
are God’s beloved child. 

It tells you that your sins have been removed. Isaiah 59:2 declares that sin separates 
people from God. When Jesus came, he took that sin upon himself so that we could be 
reconciled to God. Paul even says that Jesus became sin (2 Corinthians 5:21) so that 
we could be completely reconciled to God. 

It tells you that nothing stands between you and God. John 1:14 says that Jesus “came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Jesus restored us to God through grace, with-
out our input or help. We were reconciled even when we were still sinners, Paul wrote 
in Romans 5:10. It’s a gift. 

Jesus restored us to God by taking our broken human condition on himself. He became 
the representative and the substitute for all of humanity. Paul sums this up in 2 Corinthi-
ans 8:9: “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.” As a 
human, Jesus brings humanity into perfect relationship with God. As God, he brings 
God into perfect relationship with humanity. 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%201.14
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Exod%2040.34-38
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%2017.5
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col%203.4
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col%203.4
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Cor%205.21
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%205.10
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Cor%208.9


Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:4-5, “Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by 
grace you have been saved.” This is reconciliation at its finest. Paul went one step fur-
ther in verse 6, saying, “God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” We are not waiting for God to accept us. Because of 
Christ, he has already accepted us, and this never depended on us. 

In the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15), Jesus illustrates God’s unconditional love 
for wayward humanity. In this parable the betrayed father represents God and the prodi-
gal son represents all of us. The Father never rejected us – we rejected the Father. He 
eagerly awaits our repentance (turning our hearts back to him) and is watching for the 
first sign of our return. As soon as he sees us, he runs down the road to embrace us, 
honor us, and declare us his beloved child. 

To be fully human is to know God 

Jesus is the perfect revelation of the Father. As Ray Anderson put it in his book The 
Shape of Practical Theology, “To know Jesus is to be confronted with the reality of God 
himself” (page 18). There is no difference between the heart of Jesus and the heart of 
the Father. Jesus said he was one with the Father (John 10:30). To know Jesus is to 
know God. 

In coming to be with us, Jesus showed us the Father’s love and compassion toward us. 
He “pitched his tent” among us because he wants to be with us and to identify with us. 
God didn’t turn his back on sinners – he came to live among them, to love them and to 
heal them. 

God created us to be in relationship with him. This was the plan from the foundation of 
the earth. Paul wrote in Ephesians 1:4-10: In love he predestined us to be adopted as 
his sons through Jesus Christ… And he made known to us the mystery of his will…to 
bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. Jesus was 
never “plan B.” It was always God’s plan and purpose to be in loving communion with 
the people he created in his image. 

When “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us,” he didn’t come to live 
in a tent or a temple. He came to live in us. He bound himself to us, taking up our cause, 
bearing and vanquishing our sinfulness. He called us his friends and made us his broth-
ers and sisters, bringing us with him into the Father’s embrace. 

As Anderson said: Jesus confronts us with the reality of God. The Spirit leads us to Je-
sus, and when we know Jesus, we know the Father. When we are in communion with 
Jesus, we are in communion with the Father and with the Spirit. To be fully human is to 
know God – to know he loves us, wants us, and will never let us go. Jesus heals and 
restores our full humanity, becoming for us the image of God into which we were creat-
ed. 

Jesus shows us what life is all about. It’s about walking in communion with God – being 
in relationship with the One who created us, loves us, dwells among and in us, and 
adopts us as his own precious children. Jesus shows us what it means to be truly hu-
man. He became a human for us, for our benefit. The story of his birth is about you.                                   

Rick Shallenberger  

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%2010.30
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%201.4-10


THE CHURCH’S WORSHIP CALENDAR 

Worship is the divinely created response to 
the glory of God. It is motivated by divine 
love and springs from God’s revelation of 
himself in communion with his creation. 
Through the church’s worship, believers 
commune with God the Father through Je-
sus Christ by the Holy Spirit. Worship in-
volves humbly and joyfully giving God pri-
ority in all things and is expressed in such 
actions and attitudes as prayer, praise, cel-
ebration, generosity, acts of mercy, and 
repentance. 

The worship of God in ancient Israel was 
organized around seven festivals based on 
the agricultural year. Linked together in an 
annual cycle, these festivals looked back 
on God’s great acts on behalf of Israel—
delivering her from Egypt and forming her 
into the people of God from whom the Sav-
iour of the world would come. By God’s de-
sign, Israel’s festivals also looked forward, 
foreshadowing the coming of Jesus into 
the world (Col. 2:16-17). In that way, these festivals served as a “schoolmaster” to 
point the people of Israel to Jesus, the promised Messiah (Gal. 3:24, KJV). With the 
Messiah’s coming, the schoolmaster’s role ended (Gal. 3:25, KJV) and, for the New 
Testament church, Israel’s form of worship was replaced by one focused directly on 
Jesus—on who he is and what he has done for the salvation of all the world, in fulfil-
ment of the Old Testament promises (Acts 13:32-39). 

Early on, Christian worship focused on the resurrection of the crucified Lord Jesus 
Christ, celebrated weekly on Sunday (the day Jesus rose from the dead and was first 
encountered by his disciples) and annually on Easter. Over the centuries, the liturgical 
year was filled out with Christ-centred celebrations and commemorations, resulting in 
the annual worship calendar shown below (click to enlarge)—one that is used by many 
churches in our day. 

The annual worship calendar begins in late November (or early December) with Advent 
Season. The first half of the worship year focuses on key events in the life and ministry 
of Jesus and the second half, called Ordinary Time (or the Time after Pentecost) focus-
es on living out what was learned during the first half. Throughout the year, the 
church’s worship is expressed in words and actions themed to the particular season: 
songs and hymns, spoken prayers, proclamation of the Word of God in Scripture read-
ing and preaching, and partaking of the Lord’s Supper (also called Communion and the 
Eucharist). To assist its congregations in following the Christian worship calendar, 
GCI provides sermons for each Sunday and some of the additional special worship 
days. These sermons are synced with the Scripture readings set out in the Revised 
Common Lectionary.  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col.%202.16-17
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gal.%203.24
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gal.%203.25
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%2013.32-39


CONTACT US 

GRACE COMMUNION CHURCH 
 

Ecclesiastically Affiliated to  

Grace Communion International 
 

www.gcind.org; email: office@gcind.org 

# 16 Surya Enclave, Trimulgherry,                    
Secunderabad, T. S., India – 500015                 

Ph: 040–27790981 

MISSION STATEMENT:  
GCI INDIA MONTHLY UPDATE  is published by 
Grace Communion Church in Hyderabad, India 
to provide news of church activities and to 
stimulate Christian growth through Biblically 
insightful articles. 
 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
D. ZACHARIAH 

PRAVEEN CHINTA 
F. PAUPENS 

SHANTI NIRALE 

Primary worship days and seasons 
Here is a list of the primary worship days and seasons in the Western Christian wor-
ship calendar. Some churches celebrate all of these, others only some. GCI asks its 
congregations to celebrate (as a minimum) the days/seasons of Advent, Christmas, 
Holy Week and Easter. Advent Season—spanning the four Sundays prior to Christ-
mas. 

 Christmas Season—beginning with Christmas Day on December 25 and continu-
ing through January 5 

 
 Epiphany Season—beginning with the day of Epiphany on January 6 and continu-

ing to the day before Ash Wednesday—the season includes the Baptism of our 
Lord (the Sunday after the Epiphany) and Transfiguration Sunday (the Sunday be-
fore Ash Wednesday) 

 
 Preparation for Easter : beginning with Ash Wednesday and continuing through 

Holy Saturday (thus overlapping Holy Week) 

• Holy Week 

• Passion (Palm) Sunday 

• Maundy Thursday 

• Good Friday 

• Holy Saturday 
 

 Easter Season—beginning with Easter Sunday and continuing to Pentecost, in-
cluding two special celebrations: 

 

• Easter Sunday—celebrating Jesus’ resurrection 

• The Ascension of our Lord—40 days after Easter Sunday 
 

 Day of Pentecost 
 
 Ordinary Time—the period following Pentecost until Advent Season, including 

three special celebrations: 
 
 Holy Trinity Sunday—the Sunday following Pentecost 

 
 Christ the King Sunday—the Sunday before Advent Season begins 

mailto:office@gcind.org

