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GCI ANNUAL WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS  
 
GCI churches from several regions joined together through a vir-
tual platform to worship God in one accord  from October 16 to 
18. The theme chosen was “TIMES OF REFRESHING AND 
HOPE '' Many members participated in the online event through 
video conference and many more watched the live broadcast 
through Facebook and YouTube. This is the first time the church 
is coming together in this manner in this region. 
  
Devraj Ramoo was the overall coordinator for the entire pro-
gramme. Three teams were formed and started preparations 

from September. Navin Sellappan hosted the entire celebrations with the able assistance from the teams 
formed. 
  
Our first worship service was on 16 October. The worship was lively with melodious music. A beautiful vid-
eo presentation was given showcasing the churches in the region and introducing the members visually 
through the pictures compiled in the video. Joseph Zachariah encouraged all with his challenging message 
on HOPE. 
  
The second day started with the study “Healthy Church Leaders and Pastoral Care”. Dr. Gary Deddo pro-
vided a unique look on the nature of the Church from the book of Acts. Participants got the privilege to 
meditate on “The Lord’s Prayer” with Mrs. Cathy Deddo. At the end of the session members read the Lord’s 
prayer in eleven languages highlighting unity and diversity in the church. The morning programmes were 
concluded with heart touching worship. 
  
In the afternoon young adults met, the meet was filled with high voltage energy and full of fun and laughter. 
Sachin Nirale and Shanti Nirale have taken the responsibility to co-ordinate the programme. The young 
leaders from all the regions worked in harmony in leading the youth event. The fun games, worship, card-
board testimonies, virtual flash mob and devotions made the get together lively. Through the devotions 
Dominique encouraged the youth never to belittle themselves, Pearl reminded them about their true identity 
in Christ” and Jep Parcasio challenged them to be Jesus’ witnesses. The participants were divided into 
small groups to discuss the devotions with reflective questions. Above 150 young adults participated in the 
event and all had a wonderful time of celebrations. 
  

Beautiful worship, word and communion was the highlight of the 
second day’s evening service. A special video presentation was 
given presenting the outreach and ministry activities done. 
Through the sermon Dr. Eugene Guzon reminded the brethren it 
is not about the flaws of the church nor the size of the church, it 
is about the size of our God, the faithfulness of God, the power of 
God who is at work in the church. It is then that God's work is re-
vealed with people edified and God is glorified. Audie Santibanez 
led the congregation in communion. 
  
The final day’s service had soulful music and spirit filled worship. 

The worship songs were sung both in English and Hindi, one of the national languages of India. A video 
presentation explained the 35 years story of church in the region. Dr. Greg William encouraged all with a 
message of hope in Christ. Pastor. Dan Zachariah preached about the year of Lord’s Favour from Luke 
4:17-19. He explained how Jesus proclaimed and accomplished liberty and redemption. He also led the 
congregation through communion. The service ended with a virtual choir song showcasing the unity and 
uniqueness of the church. 
  
The women of the church met that afternoon for “Coffee, Tea and Koinonia.” Worship and testimonies were 
shared. The ladies got the opportunity to connect with one another to encourage and edify. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. GCI Advent Cele-
brations, Nov 29 
– Dec 13 

2. Weekly Bible 
Studies on core 
beliefs every 
Wednesday at 
6pm. 

3. Online worship 
every Sunday at 
10:30 am.  

BIRTHDAYS DURING 
NOVEMBER 

• K. Ravi on 14th  

• T. Balaswamy on 
15th 

• Sheba on24th 

• Sheila Roach on 25th 

WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARIES 

• Praveen & Pearl on 
15th 

All the meetings were followed by breakout rooms where members could inter-
act with other members in groups of five to six people. Everybody enjoyed fel-
lowshipping with members in the love of Father Son Spirit 
  
Incredibly positive feedback was received from all. Many suggested organizing 
such programmes often. Plans for united Advent celebrations are already un-
derway. Enjoy the feedback from a few members below. The celebrations vide-
os can be accessed with the following link : https://rb.gy/plqcnq 
 
Linda Sandri : It gave me opportunities to make new friends in breakout room 
fellowship and know how things are going for them, so that we can pray for one 
another. I thoroughly enjoyed the pleasant exchange of encouraging scriptures, 
songs, and God’s word. I enjoyed the Youth session very much; our young 
adults’ active and vibrant participation filled my heart with Joy. Personally, I was 
encouraged by all the participation to make the event special for everyone. The 
testimonies shared in the Women’s fellowship were encouraging.  It was amaz-
ing to hear how God performs miracles in our lives and praising God’s faithful-
ness. It was truly a time of Refreshing and hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. I felt 
the presence of God leading me to understand depths of His love for us. I real-
ized how we as GCI Asia can make a difference in people’s lives. 

David D’silva : In GCI Asia online Worship celebrations, there were instances 
of sharing, participating and getting involved to know each other better. The 
messages were incredibly challenging and encouraging and in all i was 
strengthened. I and my family especially my daughter Lydia enjoyed this event 
very much.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• For Good health: 
Mrs. Nirale,  Mr & 

Mrs. Xavier, 
Swarna’s Mother-in-
law, Sheila’s Mother 

and Terry 

• Covid-19 Pandemic 

• GCI Advent Cele-
brations, November 

29 - December 13 

 

My Spiritual Journey 

I consider myself and my family to be very fortunate.  As I see my life unfold, I 
definitely see God’s loving hands guiding and shaping me.  Being the eight and 
last child in a famer’s household I remember being loved by my father even 
though I did not stand out in any way.  Coming from the Hindu faith we were not 
particularly religious, but a strong sense of wrong and right was instilled in us 
by our father.   I would have considered myself to be almost atheist.   

It was providential for me to meet Dr. 
Randhir Deswal, a relative by marriage 
in the family.  My life began to change 
with this relationship I was fortunate to 
develop.  I noticed his passion to read a 
magazine titled “The Plain Truth” and, 
to our surprise, he embraced Christ as 
his Lord and Saviour. Disowned by the 
family, he came to live with us. During 
the two years he lived with us, Prem, 
my wife, noticed his exceptional de-
meanour and concluded that it was because of the magazine he was reading.  
She encouraged me to read this magazine also, hoping that I would be helped 
with my anger issue! 

The magazine introduced me to many good principles and Dr. Deswal then told 
me the secret of his life – having a relationship with Jesus Christ.  My appetite 
for learning increased and a honeymoon period with God began.  Prem and I 
noticed the many blessings we received, and most importantly the relationship 
with my wife improving and my anger issue dissipating.  Though we struggled 
with trails I found God helping and guiding us.  Not long after I took the decision 
to be a disciple of Christ.   

I am fortunate to see many miracles unfolding before my eyes, especially in the 
four serious accidents I suffered but our God granted His protection in His mer-
cy.  My life and the lives of my family members experienced His great mercies, 
various blessings and victories over our trials. His wonderful works and his 
great love now keeps me on the right track like, in my early life, my physical fa-
ther's  unconditional love protected me. Though now I am able to see that even 
the love I received from my physical father was a gift from our spiritual father.  

       Omprakash & Prem Kadyan 



KIDS CORNER 
Congratulations  

to Lokeshwari,     

winner of   

September month’s 

quiz. 

Children’s Art 

 INDOOR BIBLE SCAVENGER HUNT 
1. A cup of this brings good rewards : Matt. 10:42 

2. God lights the darkness and is this for us : 2 Sam. 22:29 

3. Used for anointing : Ps. 23:5 

4. God makes this even in the wilderness : Ps. 78:19 

5. What Esau ate with Lentil stew : Gen. 25:34 

6. Shiny pieces of Rebekah’s engagement gifts : Gen. 24:53 

7. Something the same color as the clothes found here : Eze.   
27:24 

8. Where would you sit in the prophet’s room : 2 Kings 4:10 

9. Paul says they always paid for this : 2 Thess. 3:8 

10.This part of the temple was torn in two : Mark 15:38 

11. A dish used by angels : Rev. 16:2 

12.Shaking off the dust from this body part : Acts 13:51 

13.The shape and organ from where words are formed : Ps. 10:6 

14.Torn out by the roots in this verse : Matt. 15:13 

15.A verb in this verse but a noun in our kitchen : Ps. 69:2 

 

Whatsapp the answers to +919160274010, the first one who 
sends all correct answers will receive a gift. 

By Glady 



BIBLICAL INSIGHTS FOR LIFE                                                                          OCTOBER 2020 

GROWING IN GRACE 

As the pandemic rages on with infection and 
death rates climbing, the struggle and misery 
we see around is heart-rending.  As families 
bury their dead denied proper goodbyes, as 
many struggle to provide basic necessities due 
to job/business losses and as other tragedies 
disrupt normal life, that age-old question raises 
its ugly head again – why?!  Why is there so 
much pain all around us? Why does God not 
end this misery? 

This question, more so for us who believe in the 
God of the Bible, brings a theological struggle.  
The God we believe in not only can stop such 
evil but is also all good and all loving, not want-
ing humanity to suffer in this manner.  Yet, 
there seems to be an apparent, conflicting si-
lence from Him.  In the despair of our existential 
situation the sound of theodicy seems to be-
come louder and louder!   

That is what Habakkuk, the old testament 
prophet, echoed.  Possibly a contemporary of 
Jeremiah, his complaint resonates with all of us 
and is one that we have heard time and time 
again.  

The Prophets Complaint 

The burden which the prophet Habakkuk 
saw. O Lord, how long shall I cry, and 
you will not hear?  Even cry out to You, 
“Violence!” And you will not save.  Why 
do You show me iniquity, and cause me 
to see trouble?  For plundering and vio-
lence are before me; There is strife and 
contention arises.  Therefore the law is 
powerless, and justice never goes forth.  
For the wicked surround the righteous; 
therefore perverse judgment proceeds. 
(Hab 1:1-4) 

The context of this complaint is at a time when 
Judah was being terrorized by the Chaldeans 
who, finally, takes them into captivity. The 
prophet takes up this petition to God and asks 
why prayers to Him go unanswered, even when 
his beloved nation is being bullied and plun-
dered.  What is the use of being law abiding 
when the law seems powerless to deliver jus-
tice?    

Moreover, the prophet is puzzled as to God’s 

apparent inaction: “Why do you look on those 
who deal treacherously, and hold your tongue 
when the wicked devours a person more right-
eous than he? – what happened to justice that 
a righteous person should suffer?” (v.13).  What 
he sees does not align with what he knows 
about God.    

Insult to Injury 

If this was not astonishing enough for him, to 
the prophet’s horror God further prophesies that 
Judah indeed would suffer bitterly under the 
Chaldeans, “Look among the nations and watch 
– be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in 
your days which you would not believe, though 
it were told you.  For indeed I am raising up the 
Chaldeans, a bitter and hasty nation which 
marches through the breadth of the earth to 
possess dwelling places that are not theirs.  
They are terrible and dreadful …” (v 5-7).   

The prophesy confirms that God was allowing 
Chaldea to be used as an instrument of chas-
tisement.  Chaldea, though, will not go scot-free 
for the excess use of force and their extreme 
ruthlessness.  In this regard, God was no re-
specter of nations. Evildoing would have conse-
quences no matter which nation is the perpetra-
tor.  But, back to our quandary – why so much 
suffering and pain?  

The Prophet’s Conclusion 

As he witnesses the suffering and nurses his 
own disappointments, the prophet suddenly 
hears a positive note in the dialogue he is hav-
ing with God, “The Lord is in his holy temple; let 
all the earth be silent before him” (2:20).  The 
prophet, to his relief, realises that there is more 
to the story.  He begins to understand that, in 
His apparent silence, God is still at work.  God 
has not chosen to ignore the plight of Judah (for 
that matter, humanity) and has not lost control 
over matters on earth.  He is very much aware 
and very much at work in the mess we see 
around us to guide it to His ultimate good pur-
pose.   

This prompts Habakkuk to remember God’s 
great acts of redemption (3:2).  He realizes that 
God does not stand for evil and will establish 
order by defeating chaos, symbolized by rebelli- 

A Prophet Speaks In Our Pain 
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-ous waters (v. 8). Nothing indeed will stop 
God’s purpose of salvation for His creation (v. 
13).  

In the confidence of knowing who God is and 
recognizing what is yet to come, the prophet 
decides to retain his faith in God.  Even if he 
does not see goodness blossom presently and 
though the abundant life seems hidden, he will 
remain joyful in the Lord his Saviour (v. 17, 18). 

May God Speak In Your Pain 

There are several take-aways for us in this 
book of the Bible, even as we face the current 
pandemic and various other trials.     

First of all, God allows us expressions of pain.  
He knows how we feel when we suffer.  He al-
so knows that we are too limited to compre-
hend it and struggle to accept it. The moral fi-
bre that He built into us screams at gratuitous 
pain and suffering.  That is why He even allows 
us to turn our cry into a complaint.  He is not 
offended by it.  He has inspired the books of 
Job, Habakkuk and the imprecatory Psalms to 
be included in the Bible to remind us that He 
understands.   

Secondly, evil is offensive to God. He is against 

it because of the destruction it brings upon His 
good creation (1:13).  He is allowing it now for a 
purpose.  This may be beyond our full compre-
hension, but one thing we know for sure:  He 
will not allow it to destroy His good purposes for 
His precious creation.  Habakkuk declares that 
evil is short-lived.  And we, in the times of the 
New Covenant, know that it has met its end in 
Jesus Christ. He has said “no” to evil.  And the 
day may not be far away when the ultimate ex-
pression of evil (death), the “final enemy” will 
be vanquished.   

Finally, retain your faith in God.  In fact, rejoice 
in God! That is what the prophet ultimately 
points too.  Suffering may be the order of today, 
but the story is not yet complete.  The way the 
story ends is that, “he makes my feet like the 
feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the 
heights.” (v. 19). Our ultimate destiny is to walk 
in fearless redemption, upon the heights of joy, 
freedom and in the embrace of our loving, tri-
une God.   

Hear the words of the prophet as he speaks in 
your pain!  God is at work in His temple!  Let us 
with the prophet say, “The LORD God is my 
strength” (v 19).   

               Dan Zachariah  

JOY — DESPITE PAIN AND SUFFERING 

Paul knew great suffering, but he could also write, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: 
Rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4) — and he could write this from a prison cell! Paul illustrated life’s mix-
ture of sorrow and joy in his own life. What enabled Paul to live with such paradoxes? It was faith 
in the God of boundless love who holds the future in his hands. It was a faith that made all his 
sacrifices of little consequence. Sacrifice is part and parcel of a truly significant life. It is the way 
of the world to live mainly for one’s own comfort. Jesus calls us to something more significant — 
a life of sacrifice on behalf of others — and the paradox is that “whoever wants to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it” 

  (GCI Archives)  
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