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GCI Orientation & Leadership Development Seminar 
 
A GCI orientation and leadership development seminar via Zoom was held from 1

st
–5

th
 June. 

About 22 participants from 13 countries, including 5 from GCI India’s emerging leaders and those 
interested in GCI’s Trinitarian Theology and Pol-
ity attended. The sessions were empowering, 
thought provoking and eye-opening. The power 
of the Holy Spirit was evident in the way the fa-
cilitators taught, the participants received the 
lessons, especially in the Q&A discussions. All 
the sessions were well planned, revealing Godly 
love at the forefront. The facilitators 
were Pastors Dan Zachariah (India), Mike Ras-
mussen (USA) and Eugene Guzon 
(Philippines) with a special session from Mein 
Kong (Malaysia). 

 
Pastor Dan taught “Intensive on Incarnational Trinitarian theology”, focusing on who we worship, 
how is HE different from the typical perceptions about God, the pitfalls of not knowing who God is, 
and how He is consistent within His Trinitarian nature and His creation. Many powerful and 
thought-provoking lessons were drawn from a Trinitarian perspective, explaining how God’s love 
reveals who we are in Him, and how we respond to His truth. 
 
Pastor Mein Kong gave an enlightening special session on how He desires all men to be saved 
and how each one of us are called to His divine purposes. 

Pastor Mike taught on “Church Polity”. His sessions on GCI’s vi-
sion of HEALTHY CHURCHES, were eye-opening. Topics like 
“Modeling a healthy pastor”, “How to pursue the three venues of 
HOPE, LOVE & FAITH with lessons drawn from our Triune God 
were very practically helpful in understanding how the Church 
works to bring HIM the glory. 
 
Pastor Eugene Guzon taught on “Participating in Christ togeth-
er”. An effective session about how to develop Leadership 
Teams. A REAL team who are relationally connected, enthusias-
tically engaged, affirming and liberating. Talked about how 
‘TEAM BASED PASTOR LED’ leadership is consistent with 
scriptural teachings and its effectiveness. An honest discussion 
on dysfunctions of a team, how to overcome them along with ad-
vantages and dis-advantages was led by Pastor Audie. Affilia-
tions with different churches, considerations for participating to-
gether with mutual support was discussed for the enrichment of 
the universal church. 
 
The hard work of the coordinators Pastors Audie, Aaron and Rex 
from GCI Philippines was commended. Overall, the seminar or-
ganized by GCI was highly appreciated by all participants and a 
desire to have more of these was expressed. The seminar was 
a ‘blessing’! 

Shanthi Nirale 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Covid-19 Pandemic 

• Peace in Indo-China  
border  

• For the wellbeing of       
C.S Iyer/ Vhennai,       
Altinus D’Souza/Goa, 
Y.C Stephen/
Chennai, John Furta-
do/Manglore 

• For the ministry of 
Pastor. Bikash/
Bhutan,                
Pastor. Roshan/
Nepal,          
Mr.Amiyo/ Bangla-
desh 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. Weekly Bible 
Studies on core 
beliefs every 
Wednesday at 4 
pm. 

2. Online worship 
every Sunday at 
10:30 am.  

3. Children's 
Church twice a 
week online  

BIRTHDAYS DURING  

JULY 

 

• Mrs. Nancy Philips 
on 15th 

 

• Jessica Philips on 
25th 

 

• Monie on 30th 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 

• Anand & Monie on 
13th 

 

New Admin Team Prepares for Transition 

The administration team of Grace 
Communion India, consisting of 
Franklin Paupens & Sanjeeva Rao 
with Pastor Dan as team-lead, met 
with the new team on June 16. The 
newly appointed team consisting of 
Clement Sandri, K. Ravi and 
Praveen Chinta with Nelson Philips 
as team-lead, were asked to pre-
pare a budget and a plan for the financial year 2020-2021. The team 
reviewed the 2019-2020 financial year’s budget, discussed the ef-
fects of Covid-19 lockdown on church functioning, finances and vari-
ous legal matters related to churches and NGOs. All of this is an ef-
fort to help the new team walk with the former team and gain experi-
ence and insight so that they can transition into administrative leader-
ship roles for the church in the future. It is hoped the new team will 
bring freshness and innovation to their roles. 

Pastoral Team Meet 

Grace communion Hyderabad 
pastoral team met  on June 19 
at Mrs. Christina’s residence for 
a planning meeting.  As Mr. 
Nelson Anand headed the 
meeting the team discussed 
various church matters in order 
to provide good quality services 
to the community. Since the 
beginning of the lockdown due 
to Covid-19 church worship 
services and mid-week bible 
study were held online through Zoom video conference. Though the 
restrictions were lifted with some standard instructions,  the team 
decided to continue the online services for a few more weeks and 
suspend physical worship services due to the rapidly growing 
cases.  The members attended were Joshila, Linda, Selina, Manoah, 
Elizabeth, Christina, David D’silva and Praveen. The meeting was 
followed by a delicious lunch served by the host which everybody. 
enjoyed thoroughly. 

GCI India online services  

Grace Communion India is offering Sunday Worship services and 

Mid-week intensive Bible study on Trinitarian theology. Members 

across the Indian sub-continent are attending. The live streaming of 

Worship services are broadcasted in YouTube. Few members from  

distant places are joining the Virtual church and few who are unable 

to join the fellowship are watching  the streaming. Video messages 

are available on YouTube.  All are welcomed. Interested people are 

requested to contact us through the following means. YouTube chan-

nel link is shared below, you are requested to click subscribe to the 

channel and click the bell icon to receive the notifications of church 

videos.  

https://rb.gy/hhkiik +919849591950  office@gcind.org 
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GROWING IN GRACE 

Some Christians embrace the non-biblical be-
lief that if they have sufficient faith, God will not 
allow them to suffer severe trials. This errone-
ous belief is often included as part of a false 
gospel called the “prosperity gospel” or, some-
times, the “health and wealth gospel.” It not on-
ly places huge burdens on believers who suffer 
(sometimes even overthrowing their faith), it 
badly misrepresents God and his plan for his 
people. 

Perhaps there have been times in your life 
when you were suffering and asked, Why is 
God allowing this to happen? Where is 
God? We all relate with the feelings that ac-
company those challenging questions. To an-
swer them, it’s vital that we understand what 
God tells us in Holy Scripture. 

Scottish pastor and theologian George Mac-
Donald summed up the New Testament teach-
ing on the suffering of God’s people by noting 
that God has not promised us a life free of suf-
fering. Instead, God has promised that he will 
make our sufferings to be like those of Christ. 
By that he meant that, in the end, our suffer-
ings will be redeemed and will lead to eternal 
life. Because that is so, when we, or a beloved 
family member or friend, suffer, we can be re-
assured by the words of Scripture, including 
these from the apostle Paul: 

I consider everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteous-
ness of my own that comes from the law, but 

that which is through faith in Christ—the right-
eousness that comes from God on the basis of 
faith. I want to know Christ—yes, to know the 
power of his resurrection and participation in 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection 
from the dead. (Phil. 3:8-11) 

Though none of us enjoys suffering, as believ-
ers our suffering is a place where we come to 
know Christ in his sufferings, and where we 
are able to witness to the reality that, because 
of Christ, our suffering is not the last word. For 
us, the last word is the resurrection that Jesus 
has promised. 

By God’s grace, in suffering we experience inti-
mate fellowship with our Lord—sharing in both 
his suffering and in his new (resurrection) life. 
It’s thus terribly wrong-headed to think that 
God’s will for us is that we never suffer, and 
that he has promised we won’t suffer so long 
as our faith in him is strong enough. 

God’s answer to the questions that we under-
standably have concerning suffering does not 
come in the form of an explanation of the why 
of suffering, but as a promise that God will be 
near to all who suffer. Similarly, God does not 
explain why he allows evil in the world—in fact, 
he makes it known that there is no good rea-
son for what some theologians call “the mys-
tery of evil.” What God tells us is that evil is 
something that ought not be, and so he prom-
ises that, in the end, it will not be. In the new 
heavens and new earth that is coming follow-
ing the resurrection, evil (and the suffering it 
causes) will have no place (2 Peter 3:13). 

Jesus is the ultimate end of suffering and evil. 
Born into this fallen world, he suffered here 
with us, was crucified for us, raised to new life, 
ascended and, in the end, will return to make 
all things new. In the meantime, we offer him 
our sufferings, trusting that the one who inti-
mately knows us and our sufferings will lead us 
through such times, including when we “walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death” (Ps. 
23:4, KJV). 

As we journey with Jesus, the reality of his re-

God’s Answer to Suffering 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Phil.%203.8-11
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Pet%203.13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ps.%2023.4
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ps.%2023.4
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-assuring, compassionate presence is sufficient 
for our need. By faith, we are reassured that 
our triune God will redeem our times of suffer-
ing, making them, somehow, serve his glorious 
purposes for us and for all people. We see how 
this works out in the suffering and resurrection 
of Jesus. 

Whether we find ourselves in a “wide space” of 
peace and tranquillity (Ps. 18:19) or in a time of 
suffering and sorrow, there is no way around 
trusting in God. Though faith does not assure 
us that we will be delivered immediately from 
all suffering, it does reassure us that God is 
with us and using what we are going through to 
accomplish his good purposes in our lives. We 
are reminded that Paul and Barnabas told a 
group of believers that it will be through “many 
tribulations” that we enter the kingdom of God 
(Acts 14:22). Paul also said: “I consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth comparing with 

the glory that will be revealed in us” (Rom. 
8:18). 

Let us remember that it was for the joy that he 
saw ahead that Jesus willingly endured the suf-
fering of his crucifixion (Heb. 12:2). Because he 
trusted that all he was going through was worth 
the pain, so too can we—joining Jesus in 
fighting the good fight of faith. Exercising the 
faith that Jesus shares with us, we return again 
and again to our faith in God—entrusting to him 
every aspect of our lives, the times of suffering 
included. 

Our prayer for all who suffer (perhaps including 
you at this time) is that in the midst of their tri-
als they will not be overwhelmed, but discover 
that God’s grace is sufficient to sustain them in 
all they are going through. 

By Gary Deddo,  
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