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Meet at Solomon's Home  

Pastor Dan was invited by Mr. Solomon Gali to conduct a Bible 
Study in their home in celebration of the birthday of their son.  
About 30 people attended. Solomon came in contact with GCI 
through the Counselling training seminars that were conducted 
in partnership with PTP.   

In a conversation with Pastor Dan he mentioned how he had to 
question the belief system of the denomination that he be-
longed too and quit after realizing that they held to unorthodox 
doctrines. His journey was somewhat similar to our own refor-
mation. We are happy for the courage he had to take the deci-
sion to quit a large international  organization to remain faithful 
to the faith once delivered.  

    Bilingual Services in GCC  

Grace Communion in Hyderabad is attempting to provide worship 
services in English and Telugu.  This is to help those who are 
comfortable in the local language to be able to understand and 
participate in our worship meetings.   

Praise and Worship include songs both in English and Telugu 
and, at times, songs in Hindi also.  The message of the day is 
simultaneously translated in Telugu.  Translations are mostly pro-
vided by Praveen.  Though it is a challenge to make this transi-
tion we hope to streamline it.      

Memorial For Mrs K. Rani  

Memorial services were held for 
Late Mrs. Koraganti Rani, mother 
of Grace Communion member 
Elizabeth Manoah on February 9.  
In his message Pastor Dan 
brought encouragement from John 
11. Jesus declares that He is “… 
the resurrection and the life,” and 
hence, our hope remains firm in 
Him who has promised to give us 
life even though we die. Jesus 
calls for belief to live in victory in 
Him since He alone remains “the 
way, the truth and the life.”  May all 
be encouraged of the sure hope 
that Christ makes possible.          

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• For the bereaved fami-
lies of - Jagan (Mrs. 
Rachel’s husband) who 
passed away on 1

st 

March and Rajeev Ka-
poor who passed away 
after severe head injury 
accident on 29

th
 Febru-

ary 

• COVID-19 (Corona vi-
rus) -  Protection for all 
people of this scourge  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 8:  Womens’ 
Sunday.  Worship or-
ganized and led by 
the Womens’ Ministry.  

March 10:  House 
warming service in 
Patrick Xavier’s home 
at 12:30 pm. 

March 21-23:  Ministry 
Team visit to New 
Delhi. 

March 23:  Seminar 
on Preaching Skills at 
Grace Communion. 

BIRTHDAYS DURING 
MARCH 

• Joshila Ruth 
Philips on 1

st
 

• Lyvia on 4
th

 

• Natasha Jason on 
9

th
 

• Pearl on 18
th

 

• Christina on 23
rd

 

• Shakeela P. Ranjan 
on 29

th
 

• Praveen on 31
st

 

Wedding Anniver-
saries 

• Dr & Mrs. Sudhir 
Singh on 28

th
 

• Luke & Karuna on 
31

st
 

SERMONS  FOR  FEBRUARY  

The following sermon audios were recently added to our 
website              www.gcind.org 

What God Requires : Nelson Anand Philips 

What is Righteousness : Dan Zachariah 

“Buts” of the Bible : Praveen Chinta 

God, The Promise Keeper : Joshila Ruth Philips 

Member Profile 

Mr. & Mrs. Mathews K. Mathews 
(seated in the photo) are pioneer mem-
bers of GCI in Mumbai.  Mr Mathews 
was instrumental in forming the consti-
tution of the erstwhile Worldwide 
Church of God serving under the 
founding Pastor Kulasingam. The 
church in India was registered in 1978.  
Mr. Mathew served as deacon and lat-
er was ordained as elder.  They have 
been blessed  with three children, two 
of whom are in the photo.  Benny 
Mathews, the elder son, is an emerging 
leader and part of the Ministry Leader-
ship Team in North/Western India.   

The church met recently for worship 
under  team lead Sachin Nirale and en-
joyed a day of fellowship over lunch.  
National Director Zachariah joined 
them and provided mentorship for the 
team. The Mathews are in their eighties 
and are now retired.  They continue to 
host the church in their home for meetings.    

MUMBAI FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
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GROWING IN GRACE 

Trials are part of life.  Every person has them 
and some of them have it worse off than others.  
Thankfully, God is not handicapped or limited 
by the trials that affect our lives.  He is able to 
even use them to make us stronger or teach us 
vital lessons.  Sometimes a smooth and easy 
life may lull us into a false sense of security and 
even make us think that God is not needed.  
Trials can develop endurance, faith, patience 
and reliance on God.   

What causes trials?  Many times, it is our own 
selves!  Our wrong actions and mistakes cause 
adverse situations for us.  Other people and 
their influences and actions are another reason 
that cause us heartaches.  And certainly, Satan 
who continues to who oppresses us with nega-
tive influences, can cause havoc in our lives.   

What could be the best way to deal with these 
circumstances in life?  The following are some 
Biblical ways we could employ not to be over-
whelmed by trials. 

Accept them.  It is not helpful to remain in deni-
al.  When you do that, it helps you bring strate-
gies to solve or cope and not be overwhelmed.    

Secondly, be thankful and rejoice.  That may 
sound strange, but it actually helps.  This will 
give you the ability to see how it may be actual-

ly helping you and developing godly character 
and wisdom.  This strategy will also help you to 
remain positive, which in turn will result in 
thankfulness.  

Finally, delve into the scriptures to learn ways 
of dealing with it.  The scriptures show us the 
way of forgiving, helping and giving, encourag-
ing and supporting, love and mercy towards all 
– even enemies (Mat 5:44).  Always answering 
softly and courteously, being calm and never 
losing one’s temper.   

“All things work together for good to those who 
love God …” (Rom 8:28).  Not only is God with 
us in any and all trials, He is also working out 
something precious in us in spite of them.  Con-
tinue to run the race, better and faster, as you 
get older, until the end of this physical life.  God 
will give you the strength to endure until the 
end.  And at the return of Christ, we will have 
an inheritance that will never fade or spoil – to 
be children of God and to live joyously with Him 
forever.   

So, turn all your trials to your advantage and 
allow the Holy Spirit to develop the life of Christ 
in you.  Then you will see how blessed we are, 
even in trials!   

          Dr. Sudhir Singh 

DEALING WITH TRIALS  

Have you experienced pain and suffering? Then 
you have shared Job’s anguish and perhaps his 
wonderment. Like Job, you also may find God 
much closer than you thought. 
 
The book of Job in the Bible is the story of a de-
vout man who   lived thousands of years ago. 
But tragedy hovers over this righteous man. 
When the book opens, we notice Job is about to 
lose everything — children, property and wealth, 
good name and even his health.  Why will Job 
suffer such tragedies? Because God is about to 
challenge the devil with Job’s obedience and 
faith. 
 
Job’s troubles begin after God presents him to 
Satan as shining example of virtue. “Have you 
considered my servant Job?” God asks Satan. 
“There is no one on earth like him; he is blame-
less and upright, a man who fears God and 
shuns evil” (Job 1:8). 
 

Satan rejects God’s view of Job’s good charac-
ter. He implies that Job has a selfish motive, a 
cynical reason for obeying and trusting God 
(verses 9-22). “Does Job fear God for nothing?” 
Satan asks. Satan insinuates that Job is simply 
out for what he can get from God. Job is only a 
fair-weather friend, Satan insists. “Have you not 
put a hedge around him and his household and 
everything he has?” Satan argues. “You have 
blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks 
and herds are spread throughout the land.” 
 
Really? Does Job love God only for selfish rea-
sons? He tells Satan, “Everything he has is in 
your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a 
finger.”  With God’s permission, Satan grabs a 
handful of dirty tricks from his bag of suffering. 
He flings them at Job, and the world caves in on 
this innocent man. Job’s herds and property are 
either carried off by raiders or destroyed by nat-
ural disasters.  

THE TRIAL OF JOB 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Job%201.8
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But Satan is proven wrong. After these terrible 
tragedies strike Job, he tears his robe and 
shaves his head. He falls to the ground in wor-
ship, saying, “The Lord gave and the Lord has 
taken away; may the name of the Lord be 
praised.” The author of the book of Job is care-
ful to point out, “In all this, Job did not sin by 
charging God with wrongdoing.” 
 
Job desperately tries to solve the mystery be-
hind his suffering. He struggles on his own, 
looking for clues. None appear. Job prays ex-
pectantly. God will surely speedily intervene in 
his life — heal him of his disease, explain to 
him what in the world is going on. But nothing 
happens. The horribly painful disease reduces 
Job’s strength. He grows weaker and weaker. 
He becomes more confused. 
 
Job can only assume God is persecuting him, 
hiding from him. He lashes out at God in pain 
and anguish. “If I have sinned, what have I 
done to you, O watcher of men? Why have you 
made me your target?” Job complains (Job 
7:20). 
 
Meanwhile, Job’s friends are shocked at his 
outbursts. Surely, the comforters think, the fire 
of God is about to burn up this man. They are 
afraid to admit that no cause-and-effect reason 
exists for Job’s painful trial. That would imply 
they live in a senseless world. How could God 
be just and strike Job unjustly? 
 
Throughout the dialogues between Job and his 
friends, Job especially had claimed vast 
knowledge of the way things work — or should 
work — in this world. Job said of a hoped-for 
encounter with God, “I have prepared my case, 
I know I will be vindicated” (Job 13:18). 
 
From the whirlwind, God demands of Job, “Will 
the one who contends with the Almighty correct  

him?” (Job 40:2). God tells Job he doesn’t 
know what he’s talking about when he ques-
tions God’s fairness. 
Job now knows that whatever has happened to 
him — in some way he can’t fully understand 
— will work out for his benefit, for everyone’s 
benefit (see Romans 8:28). Job can say to 
God, “I know that you can do all things; no plan 
of yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). 
Job is now convinced of God’s infinite wisdom 
in dealing with him as he sees fit. Job now 
knows there is a purpose for his suffering — 
God’s purpose. That is quite enough for him. 
The mighty voice of God thundering out of the 
whirlwind puts everything into perspective for 
Job. It says: God is alive; God is here; God 
cares; God is capable.   
 
The why of suffering:  The book of Job 
teaches us that suffering may occur for reasons 
that we don’t understand unless or until God 
reveals them to us (see John 9:1-7, for exam-
ple). This message of Job has deep implica-
tions for our relationship with God. Trials and 
suffering provide spiritual enrichment and build 
a relationship between us and God (2 Corinthi-
ans 12:7-10; Hebrews 12:4-12; James 1:2-4; 1 
Peter 4:12-19). Job also tells us no ironclad re-
lationship exists between suffering and sin. 
Just because Christians suffer trials or trage-
dies does not mean God is punishing them for 
some sin. 
 
The book of Job is about much more than suf-
fering or God’s justice. Job affirmed that God 
was still God — no matter what — and always 
worthy of our love, reverence and worship. 
That was the test on Job, and he passed it. He 
vindicated both himself and God by remaining 
faithful. Job proved it is possible for humans to 
love God unconditionally. 

Paul Kroll 
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