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Grace Communion Serves 

Student Community 

In a recent outreach, forty-seven students from Hyderabad 
were provided a short seminar on the Challenges of Loneli-
ness.  Church member Emmanuel organized this online 
seminar via Zoom through Campus Crusade. Pastor Dan 
facilitated the seminar and answered questions from the 
students.   

The seminar focused on what loneliness is and how it af-
fects the psychosocial and physical health of a person.  In 
the aftermath of the pandemic the student community have 
become especially vulnerable to this disorder, having to be 
at home due to closure of schools and colleges.  Many 
young people confess to having to struggle with suicidal 
thoughts due to the isolation and depressive moods this sit-
uation induces.  Nishant Shah, co-founder of The Centre for 
Internet and Society, identifies Social Media to be one of the 
causes for this state of mind.  He says that connectivity does not necessarily translate into feel-
ings of belonging.  This disconnect makes young people lose out on meaningful relationships.  

Questions from the students focused on if prayer could help, negotiating romantic disappoint-
ments and also how one could equip oneself to help others suffering though loneliness.       



UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

1. GCI Asia wor-
ship festival, Oc-
tober 16-18 

2. Weekly Bible 
Studies on core 
beliefs every 
Wednesday at 
6pm. 

3. Online worship 
every Sunday at 
10:30 am.  

BIRTHDAYS DURING 
OCTOBEMBER 

• Clement Sandri on 
6th 

• Ethan on 12th 

• Vivek kadyan on 16th 

  

WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARIES 

• Mr & Mrs. Xavier on 
29th 

GCI IN NORTHERN INDIA ONLINE       
‘MEET-n-GREET’ 

  
An online ‘Meet-n-Greet’ on Zoom was organized for all old friends, 
members and acquaintances for the region of North India on the 5

th
 of 

September. The attendees were from Mumbai, Pune, New Delhi, 
Sonipat, and Khandwa.  A couple who migrated to North Carolina also 
attended, as well as a few members and Pastor Dan from Hyderabad. 
The excitement of seeing familiar faces albeit online was tremendous 
and the bonding in Godly love was still obvious. 
  
For a few, it was their first time on Zoom, forcing all of us to become 
techno-savvy! In spite of technology challenges of trying to keep up 
with our multiple, eager and genuine conversations happening all over, 
it was a wonderful experience. We had an indulging icebreaker. Pastor 
Dan updated us on what is happening in GCI India currently.  We 
celebrated Mrs. Liz Saldanha’s birthday with a song and prayer 
specially for her. We rejoiced with Mr. Ashwin Poojary for his good 
news that they are soon-to-be parents, requiring prayers. The meet 
ended with a promise to have another meet soon, prayers for all and a 
pastoral blessing by Pastor Dan Zachariah. We were able to connect 
with Mr. Vincent Chan separately and he sends his best regards to 
everyone! 

GCI India Member Wins Award 

Dr. Elizabeth, member of the Hyderabad con-
gregation, was awarded the Kayakalp award 
for heading the most efficiently run Primary 
Health Centre in rural Telengana. This award 
recognizes excellence in health care for preg-
nant women, sanitation, maintenance and oth-
er factors that provide quality care to the pa-
tients.   A monetary award will be given to the 
staff.  GCI congratulates Dr. Elizabeth for this 
distinction.   

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• GCI Asia Worship 
Celebrations, Octo-

ber 16-18 

• Covid - 19 Pandem-
ic 

• Terry’s health 

• Pastor John Biswa, 
GCI, Bangladesh 
speedy recovery 



KIDS CORNER 
Congratulations 

to Hasini,    

winner of     
August month’s 

quiz. 

                QUIZ 
1. There was a man of the _____ named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a 

teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God 

is with him." (John 3:1-2,ESV) 

2. Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is __________ he 

cannot see the kingdom of God." John 3:3 ,ESV 

3. Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is _________ of water 

and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. -  John 3:5-

6,ESV 

4. 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, 

the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the _________ in the wilderness, 

so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  

John 3:13-14,ESV 

5. 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

__________ in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

6. but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. 

The water that I will give him will become in him a _______ welling up to eter-

nal life.  

John 4:14,ESV 

7. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in ______________. 

John 4:24,NKJV 

8. 34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do _________________ and to accom-

plish his work.  

John 4:34,ESV 

9. When Jesus said, “Go; your son will live.”, what did the man do? John 4:50,ESV 

10. What did the official and the household do when they realized that that was 

the hour that his son was healed? John 4:53,ESV 

Whatsapp the answers to +919160274010, the first one who sends all correct an-

swers will receive a gift. 

Children’s Art 

By Glady 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A5-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A5-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A13-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A34&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A34&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A34&version=ESV


BIBLICAL INSIGHTS FOR LIFE                                                                      SEPTEMBER 2020 

GROWING IN GRACE 

Recently I was given an opportunity to share in 
a Bible Study and the topic allotted was one of 
the New Testament characters - “Mary Magda-
lene.”  The effort took me through a very inter-
esting, extensive and enjoyable research. I re-
searched her back story in detail, the times she 
lived in, customs and practices. To my shock 
and surprise, I came away learning so much 
from her life, and with the Holy Spirit’s gentle 
nudge I was reminded of some important life 
lessons. I hope and pray that you will also ben-
efit as you go through my findings.   
 
Interesting facts about Mary Magdalene : 
 

• There are a total of 6 Mary’s mentioned in 
the Bible. Mary, mother of Jesus; Mary, 
Clopas’s wife; Mary of Bethany, sister of Mar-
tha and Lazarus; Mary, mother of John Mark 
(Acts 12:12); Mary (Salome), mother of the 
sons of Zebedee and Mary Magdalene.  

• Mary was a popular name in those times. To 
distinguish them, a common practice was 
adapted i.e to attach their origin town’s name to 
their given name e.g Joseph of Arimathea, 
Uriah the Hittite, Jabba the Hutt  and Bilbo the 
Hobbit (a Star Wars/Lord of the Rings reference 
for the fans amongst us,) you get the idea. 

• The origin town of Mary Magdalene was 
called Magdala, a small fishing village on the 
shores of the Galilee Sea, Hence she was 
called Mary of Magdala or Mary Magdalene. 

• She was initially portrayed as a prostitute 
after a Easter sermon series by Pope Gregory I 
in 591 AD. She was conflated with Mary of 
Bethany and the unnamed sinful woman who 
anointed Jesus’ feet. Many other tales were 
constructed in her name leading to major con-
troversies amongst the Catholic church and the 
Eastern Orthodox church in the medieval times 
(Source-Wikipedia) 

• Many novelists and screenwriters like Dan 
Brown, Martin Scorcese, whenever they tried to 
bring anything salacious into the life of Jesus, 
they always focused on one name: Mary Mag-
dalene. But there was found no substantial evi-
dence to any of these theories that she was a 
prostitute or the wife of Jesus.  

• She appears prominently as a witness to 
significant moments in Christ’s time. She is 
specifically named as a witness to Jesus’ cruci-

fixion/burial in 3 gospels, but all 4 gospels place 
her at the scene of Jesus’ resurrection. Only 
Luke doesn’t list her as a witness. 

• She is mentioned 12 times in the canonical 
gospels, but not mentioned by Paul in his epis-
tles! 

• Mark credits her as the first person who 
saw Jesus after his resurrection. (Mk. 16:9) 

• Only through Luke we find the slightest im-
plication of her past life, that raises eyebrows. 
Luke 8: 2 -3 tells us that she had 7 demons 
cast out of her by Jesus. 
 
Now let’s look at what the Bible tells us about 
Mary Magdalene and what life lessons we can 
glean out of her life’s story.  
 
1. She was courageous : Matt 28: 1 - 10 talks 
about how an earthquake occurred, while Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 
tomb of Jesus as the 1

st
 day of the week began 

to dawn. They saw an angel of the Lord de-
scend from heaven. That would have been 
quite scary for anyone, yet we see her commit-
ment in passing a message from Jesus to tell 
the others that He’s risen. This is indicative that 
she was courageous and bold in the face of 
fearful circumstances. Many a times, our 
fears arrest and grip us from moving forward, 
change or even to flee when danger is involved. 
Ps 31:24 says –“Be strong and take heart, all 
you who hope in the Lord.” We see Mary follow-
ing this verse even when there was genuinely 
fearful circumstances. 
2. She was close to Jesus: Her role narrative 
is greatly increased in John 20: 1 - 18. Mary 
was alone when she saw 2 angels and not be-
ing fearful of them, had a conversation with 
them (you can see her courage here) at the 
tomb. Jesus approached her, called her by her 
name and gave the task to pass on the good 
news of His resurrection to Peter and others. 
She immediately recognized His voice and 
cried out in response saying “Rabboni” (teacher 
in Hebrew). This portrays that she was close 
to Jesus and was in constant communion 
with Him to be able to recognize his voice. 
John 10:27 says – My sheep know my voice, 
and I know them. They follow 
me” (Contemporary English Version).  

Life Lessons from Mary Magdalene 
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“This is why she is also portrayed among Chris-
tian scholars as the “FIRST APOSTLE SENT 
TO THE OTHER APOSTLES” (Bible Hub) 

3. You don’t need to be defined by your 
past : The gospel of Luke tells us about Mary 
being possessed and troubled by 7 demons. 
She must have suffered mentally, physically, 
emotionally and spiritually before her life-
altering encounter with Jesus the Messiah. She 
would have been constantly cast away, scarred 
for life, shunned and rejected by people around 
her. But we see that later on, she didn’t let her 
past life define her present life. She became 
a new creation truly. She became noteworthy 
and defined herself with who she is in relation 
to Jesus, the Messiah in the present, not on 
who she WAS! Indeed it is by HIS grace, HIS 
gift of salvation and never ending love that 
changes us from within, transforms us to our 
full potential to glorify Him.  2 Cor 5:17 – “If an-
yone is in Christ, the new creation has come, 
the old one is gone, the new is here! 
 
4. She was devoted to Christ and His mis-
sion: Luke 8 : 1-3 says that Mary Magdalene 
and the other women who travelled with Jesus, 
supported His ministry from their own re-
sources, helping where ever they could. Mary 
centered her life so much around Jesus and 
His disciples, not just following them but active-
ly participating through all means. She inter-
twined her life so much around Jesus and His 
ministry. We see her also at His death, burial 
and resurrection. The act of kindness and mer-
cy that Jesus showed her by healing her, af-
fected her life and she was devoted to Christ, 
His ways, to follow and serve Him, she worked 
at making her life indistinguishable from His. 
Becoming more and more like Him. John 3: 30 
says – “He must increase, but I must de-
crease”. This is so very difficult humanly, to let 
go of control over our lives and devote our-

selves to our Waymaker’s paths and mission. 
Thankfully, here too the Lord is gracious, that 
we don’t have to do it on our own strength. He 
gave us a helper in the form of the Holy Spirit, 
to lead and guide us. 
 
5. At a time when women were considered to 
be lowly, not having a say or authority, Jesus 
gave credence to a radical idea that women 
were important and respected them for their 
service as we see in many accounts. Mary 
Magdalene who was demon possessed, 
weak, looked down upon and shunned, that 
very rotten life, Jesus took and demonstrat-
ed care and respect. He chose her as His first 
witness to the resurrection and trusted her with 
an important message. Irony is that the disci-
ples didn’t believe her. But Jesus did and chose 
to lift a lowly life. She was viewed later on by 
others as a bonafide disciple and garnered re-
spect. We are reminded in  1 Cor 1: 27-29 – 
“But God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to put to shame the wise and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to put to 
shame the things which are mighty, and the 
base things of the world and the things which 
are despised God has chosen, and the things 
which are not, to bring to nothing, the things 
that are, that no flesh should boast before or 
glory in His presence”.  
 
We tend to dismiss things that don’t meet our 
expectations, but God doesn’t. His ways are 
not our ways and they are higher. He does not 
always do what we expect or how we expect 
things to be done. His plans and purposes are 
fulfilled in ways that we don’t comprehend as 
normal. We see this throughout the scriptures. 
He did it with Mary’s life and if we will let HIM, 
He’ll do it through us too! Let us surrender 
ourselves to be used for HIS glory!                                 

 
Shanti Nirale 
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