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GCI Asia Leaders Meet 

GCI Asia leaders met on the evening of July 10 
as a follow up meet after the seminar on GCI 
Theology and Polity. Totally eleven participants 
from various Asian countries joined the online 
video conference. The meeting was chaired by 
the superintend of GCI Asia.  It was started 
with prayer by Joshila Phillips.                                                                                                
All the participants shared how the seminar in-
fluenced their ministry for last one month. One 
of the Pastors shared a devotion. He chal-
lenged the participants to live in faith by doing 
what God asked us to do and by participating 
what Christ is doing. And the superintendent 
explained about how teams work with SSTARR  (S-Spiritual Formation, S-Skill, T-Technology, A-
Administration, R-Role, R-Relationship) method. The group decided to meet every second Friday 
of the month to build good relationship among the participants, to exchange ideas, to train and 
equip one another so that work in the region may progress and may serve the Lord’s people bet-
ter. 

Obituary  

Mrs. Christiana born in 1958 was the eld-

est of the four siblings and always has 

been a very responsible and hardwork-

ing person. She was married in the year 

1986 to Mr. Manikyla Rao  and was 

blessed with 2 daughters, Selena and 

Steffi, who lead the Children's ministry in 

the church. Christiana and her daughters 

have been worshiping with us for almost 

a decade now. Christiana was a  trained 

teacher and worked in various capacities 

as a teacher in the Government Schools 

and retired as headmistress in 2016.  

She was an excellent teacher, a firm ad-

ministrator and was popular and most 

loved among her students.  She was 

conferred the best teacher award many 

times in her career. Christiana was God fearing, warm, kind, loving, and 

simple at heart with a child-like attitude.  She was very skillful at knit-

ting, sewing, cooking and Gardening.  She had a knack of striking and 

carrying out wonderful conversations and was a great story teller.  She 

was very passionate in reaching out to others when in need and was a 

great  host.  Christiana was called to glory on the 17 of July 2020.  GCI 

Secunderabad will miss her and her services dearly.   

PRAYER  

REQUESTS 

1. Covid-19 Pan-
damic 

2. Floods in As-
sam (North 
East India) 

3.  Bereved fami-
ly of Susan 
Mang`s, mis-
sionary in Phil-
lipines  

4. Mrs. Rekha na-
gar/U.S. for her 
health  

5. Sam Pau-
pens’s Health 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. Weekly Bible 
Studies on core 
beliefs every 
Wednesday at 4 
pm. 

2. Online worship 
every Sunday at 
10:30 am.  

3. Children's 
Church twice a 
week online  

BIRTHDAYS DURING  

AUGUST 

• Luke on 2
nd

 

• Joshua P. Ranjan on 
3

rd
 

• Sumalatha (Mrs. Ra-
vi) on 8

th
 

• Nissi on 15
th

 

• Tania on 27
th

 

• Joseph Kemuel on 
28

th
 

• Lavanya on 30
th

 

 

WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARIES 

• Nelson  & Joshila on 
10th 

Grace Communion Children Church 

At Grace Communion Children’s Church, the children are nurtured to 
grow in the love of God and understand the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. We have about 10 children of various age groups. On a regu-
lar basis, the children attend the children’s church on every Sunday 
after the general singing session till the end of the sermon. Sunday 
school teachers, Pastor Dan and Mrs. Leena take the classes. Dur-
ing the lock down from mid-March, we had the children’s church on 
Sundays and Thursdays using the zoom platform, where the children 
learnt their lessons and few activities/craft were done by the children 
based on the lesson learnt. In the last few months, the children were 
taught the life of Jesus chronologically. The children of the church 
are allowed to participate in various activities of the main service like 
- singing, praying and reading of scripture portions, so that the chil-
dren know that they are important people in the church and are pre-
cious to God to the church. The church is grateful to the Sunday 

Covid-19 Situation in India 

                 

(as on Aug 7, 2020, source: https://www.mygov.in/covid-19/) 

Robust Indian Monsoon This Year 

The Indian Monsoon that activates from June to August has been 
very copious this year.  Hyderabad had sustained rainfall in June and 
July.  More rain is predicted as of the beginning of August.   Flooding 
has been reported from the state of Assam affecting around 70 lakh 
people. Flood waters also entered the Kaziranga National Park, 
which houses one-horned rhinoceros.  Several of them have report-
edly died due to the floods.   Intermittent flooding is also reported 
from Mumbai which tends to affect local transport.    

GCI INDIA SERMONS AND TEACHINGS 

GCI India Sunday live worship services are broadcasted online in 

YouTube. Every week sermons and Mid-week Bible Study teachings  

are published in You tube for people to watch any time. We encour-

age you to subscribe to our YouTube channel and click the bell icon 

to receive notifications of all new video uploaded. The link below 

leads to GCI INDIA Youtube Channel. 

Grace Communion Church You tube page: shorturl.at/hoCFX 

 

https://www.mygov.in/covid-19/


KIDS CORNER 
Quiz 

The following quiz is from John 1:1-14. 

1. The first three words of John are the same as the first three words 
of Genesis. What are the three words?  

2. What was in the Word who was with God? (John 1:4) 
3. When the light of Christ shone in the darkness, how what was the re-

sult? How did the darkness react? (John 1:5)  
4. God sent someone to bear witness of the Light? Whom did God 

send? (John 1:6-8) 
5. What was the purpose of John’s witness? (John 1:7-8) 

6. In John 1:11, When Christ came to his own people, what was attitude 
did they generally show? 

7. How can somebody become a child of God? (John 1:12) 
8. By whose will are people born again? (John 1:13) 

9. The whole world was made by Jesus Christ, and the whole world rec-
ognised him. True or False? (John 1:10) 

10. John says that “the Word was with God”. Then he says something 
else. What does he say? (John 1:1)  

 
Whatsapp the answers to +919160274010, the first one answers will re-

ceive gift. 

Children’s art 
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GROWING IN GRACE 

When we think of someone being a prisoner 
the first thing that comes to our minds is what 
are they being punished for. Nobody likes to 
introduce themselves as a prisoner. Interesting-
ly, the apostle Paul proudly introduces himself 
as Prisoner of Christ (Ephesians 3:1, 4:1, Phile-
mon 1&9). But being a prisoner was different 
for him from what we usually think. Of course, 
Paul was imprisoned for his faith and was per-
secuted for preaching the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. In fact he wrote his epistles to Ephe-
sians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon 
from prison. He used the analogy of his own 
situation to introduce himself and to teach. 
Though he was in the Roman prison he did not 
call himself as prisoner of Rome but Prisoner of 

Christ. This reflects the special relationship he 
had and enjoyed with Christ.  This should chal-
lenge us to reflect upon our own spiritual rela-
tionship with Jesus.  

It is important for us to understand what trans-
formed Saul, the persecutor of the church, to 
Paul, the Prisoner of Christ. In this article we 
study three main reasons behind this great 
transformation. 

He was captured by the majesty of Christ 

On his way to Damascus Paul encountered Je-
sus Christ which turned his life’s direction 180 
degrees and brought a drastic change. He took 

opportunity to testify God’s intervention in his 
life by sharing this experience. Luke, who au-
thored the book of Acts, records this incident 
twice to bear witness of its transforming power 
in Paul’s life. “As he journeyed, he came near 
Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around 
him from heaven. Then he fell to the ground, 
and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”

 
And he 

said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord 
said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecut-
ing. It is hard for you to kick against the 
goads.” 

 
So he, trembling and astonished, said, 

“Lord, what do You want me to do?” Then the 
Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, 
and you will be told what you must do.” (Acts 
9:3-6). This incident became the center of 
Paul’s life, always explaining as before and af-
ter his encounter with Jesus. As Christ called 
the name of Saul, he surrendered himself to 
the majesty of Jesus and was captured by the 
Lord Himself. His life was never the same. As 
he called Jesus “Lord,” he became the prisoner 
of Christ. It is always spiritually rejuvenating to 
meditate on our personal conversion experi-
ence. If we do not have such experience, we 
can always ask God to help us to grant a pow-
erful encounter with Him and His love. 

He was Captivated by the love of Christ 

Paul was a devout Christian who gave his life 
for the testimony of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
said, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain” (philippians1:21). He also said “I 
count all things as loss compared to the sur-
passing excellence of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have lost all things. I consider 
them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
(Philippians 3:8). For him Jesus is everything. 
This clearly indicates that he became a prison-
er by choice because he was captivated by 
Christ. He says in Ephesians 3: 19: “… to know 
the love of Christ which passes knowledge.” 
According to Paul, the knowledge of Christ is 
beyond intellect. This explains that the change 
in his life is not only intellectual or theological or 
philosophical in nature but relational. Another 
statement of Paul that proves his strong bond-
ing in love with Jesus, making him the prisoner 
of Christ, is found in Romans 8:35-39:

 “
Who 

shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or parsec- 

Prisoner of Christ 
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-ution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? 

 
As it is written: “For Your sake we are 

killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us.

 
For I am persuaded that neither death nor 

life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor 
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This 
conviction made him to bear all sorts of suffer-
ings and testify Jesus even to the point of 
death. The very motivation behind Paul’s minis-
try is the love of God that captivated him. He 
writes in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15: For the love of 
Christ compels us, because we judge thus: 
that if One died for all, then all died;

 
and He 

died for all, that those who live should live no 
longer for themselves, but for Him who died for 
them and rose again.” The love of God, though 
gentle, is immensely powerful, even captivating 
our hearts to makes us Christ’s prisoners just 
as it did with Paul.  As Christians we are to in-
trospect how powerfully we experience Christ’s 
love in our relationship with Him.  
 
He was controlled by Christ  
 
Prisoners are not free to do whatever they wish 
to do but are obligated to follow the rules of the 
prison. They are always controlled by others. 
Similarly, Paul was controlled by Christ through 
the Holy Spirit. He identified himself in the life, 
death burial and resurrection of Jesus that 
made him to surrender all control over his life to 
Jesus. He wrote in Galatians 2;20: “I have 
been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
According to instructions of the Holy Spirit he 

started his first mission trip with Barnabas as 
his partner (Acts 13:2). He was led by the same 
Spirit to change his planned direction and went 
to preach in Macedonia (Acts 16:6). There are 
so many incidents recorded in the book of Acts 
that speak about Paul’s obedience to God’s in-
structions. Despite prophets warning him about 
the trials he would face in Jerusalem he chose 
to go there to be a witness for Christ among his 
countrymen. Luke recorded the words of Paul 
in Acts 20:22-23: “And see, now I go bound in 
the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that will happen to me there, except that the 
Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that 
chains and tribulations await me.” One incident 
shows explicitly how Paul was controlled by 
Christ. He gave himself to the leading of the 
Spirit even to the point of his death. He testified 
about Jesus from Roman prison also and this 
testimony reached till the household of Caesar 
(Philippians 4:22). And finally, as the tradition 
says, he preached Christ to Caesar and was 
beheaded for the sake of the gospel. From the 
day of his encounter with Christ till the end of 
his life Paul was controlled by Christ. He says 
all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these 
are sons of God (Romans 8:14). And he chal-
lenges us to be led by the Spirit of God so that 
we may not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. Chris-
tians ought to be controlled by Christ. 
There is no prisoner in the world who could in-
fluence and impact the lives of people as the 
Apostle Paul. His life was all about Jesus, he 
was captured by Christ, captivated by the love 
of Christ and controlled by Christ. He challeng-
es us to become a true follower of Christ. Our 
prayer is that we may know Him and the power 
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death 
(Philippians 3:10) just like Paul, the prisoner of 
Christ.   

Praveen Chinta 
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