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PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Covid-19 Pandamic 
situation globaly 

• Employment crisis 
in the country 

• For good health of  
Mr & Mrs . Nirale, 
Mr&Mrs. Matthews, 
Mrs. Chand Singh, 
Sooriya Moorthy, 
Bertrand and others 

• Mrs. Prem Kadyan 
suffering with kid-
ney related issues 

• Restructuring pro-
cess of GCI India 

• GCI India emerging 
leaders Teams 

74
th

 Independence Day Remembered 

15
th
 August this year marked the 

74
th
 Independence Day for our country.  It 

was after almost two centuries of British 
rule our “tryst with destiny,” as the first 
Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru put it, began 
in earnest as independent India.  This day 
is normally marked by remembering the 
sacrifices of many of our freedom fighters, 
some of whom had to lay down their lives 
for the freedom struggle.  Due to the pan-
demic this year the celebrations had to 
take a low key to ensure that the rules of 
lockdown were not violated.  Grace Com-
munion members remembered our nation 
in prayer and invoked our heavenly Fa-
ther’s blessings upon our country.  We 
pray for our leaders who have a very great 
responsibility in providing good governance for this vast country, especially at this time of cri-
sis.  God bless India.      

GCI India Team Meet   
 
An online GCI India team meet was held on 28

th
 Aug chaired by 

Pastor Dan. An encouraging exhortation was given through the 
vision of Paul. The concept of an APPRENTICESHIP SQUARE 
was taught. The pastoral and speaking team including the chil-
dren’s church received appreciation about their work. It was noted 
that the TEAM concept is very evident now and being readily ac-
cepted in the church. Pastor Dan shared about the benefits of 
evaluation both from him as an overseer as well as within the 
team. The Admin team were directed to make all the old docu-
ments into electronic copies to preserve them. The worship team 
was appreciated for the new changes that were incorporated. The 
Editorial team was asked to look into the Newsletter, Booklets, pro-
motion on various platforms and the translation of our English ma-
terial in Telugu for increased access. Upcoming events were dis-
cussed. The meet closed in a prayer by Ms Selina. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. Weekly Bible 
Studies on core 
beliefs every 
Wednesday at 
6pm. 

2. Online worship 
every Sunday at 
10:30 am.  

3. GCI Asia worship 
festival 

BIRTHDAYS DURING 
SEPTEMBER 

• Elizabeth Saldana on 
5

th
 

• Dr. Sudhir Singh on 
6

th
 

• Manoah on 6
th

 

• Sangeetha Kemuel 
on 10

th
 

• Preeti Kadyan on 11
th

 

• Leena on 14
th

 

• Ashley on 18
th

 

 

WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARIES 

• Jason and Shashi on 
24

th
 

• James P. Ranjan & 
Shakeela on 28

th
 

Monthly Leadership Training 

Aug 14:  Leaders from Asia gathered on zoom to continue the month-
ly leadership training for GCI congregational teams.  Recognizing the 
need for healthy leaders for “Healthy Church,” Pastor Wong Mein 
Kong took the session on the Emotional health component in Spiritual 
Formation.  God’s image in humans gives them the ability to develop 
Godly character.  The destiny of human beings is to exist in healthy 
relationships ultimately with God and one another.  This is possible 
only when we are Christlike, attaining the full measure of maturity that 
is in Christ (Col 1:28). It is important for leaders to recognize the need 
to develop their emotional quotient and express them responsibly.  

A Biblical way to ensure 
that our emotional expres-
sions are aligned to the 
way Jesus did are the fol-
lowing.  (1) Our emotions 
must be guided by and be 
subject to our mind and 
the Holy Spirit.  (2) Be 
aware that everybody is 
different in some unique 
ways and learn to accept those differences.  (3) Do not be easily of-
fended.  (4)  Handle criticism and correction with maturity.  (5) Recog-
nize feelings with oneself and others. The meeting was followed by a 
question and answer session. The next meeting will be held the sec-
ond Friday of the  next month.   

Obituary : Samuel Paupens 

Samuel Paupens, the youngest of 
the Paupen’s family, passed away 
on 21/08/2020 after a brief illness 
of recurring acidity and lung infec-
tion. Called by his pet name, SAM 
was quite popular everywhere, far 
and wide too.  

Hailing from a commerce back-
ground, He still made his mark in 
social services early in life with his 
fascination to serve his fellow-
humans.  He continued serving es-
pecially the physically challenged 
and marginalized ones with the 
same passion and dedication as 
towards a family member.  

It was Sam who first introduced the `Plain Truth` magazine (and 
WCG/GCI) to the family in the early `70s.  He had attended the Plain 
Truth lectures in those initial days of the church, but Franklin, his el-
der brother, pursued being interested in the church and today is an 
ordained elder.  Sam remained in touch with the church and made it 
a point to attend important celebrations that were organized.  He is 
remembered as being active, self giving and self sacrificing.  An 
online memorial service was conducted by Grace Communion 
Church on Sep 4

th
 to honour his memory. 



KIDS CORNER 
Children’s art FIND        ORDS 

Find 12 Names from the Bible that are hidden in 
this table . 

Congratulations to Hasini, winner of July 

month’s quiz. 

QUIZ 
1.       What was given through Moses to humanity, and what came through Je-

sus Christ? (John 1: 17)  

2.       What did John exclaim when he saw Jesus Christ in verse 29? 

3.       John says that nobody has ever seen God. So who could make God 
known to humanity? (John 1:18)  

4.       How does John the Baptist describe Jesus as? (John 1:29)  

5.       John baptised with water. What would Jesus baptize with? (John 1:33)  

6.       In what town was the wedding feast that Jesus attended, in John 2?  

7.   What did Jesus exclaim in John 2:16?  

8.   What made people believe in Jesus while they were in Jerusalem at the 
Passover? (John 2:23)  

9.   What was Jesus referring to, when he was talking about the temple? (John 
2:21)  

10.   When did the disciples believe Jesus’ words that He will rebuild the temple 
in three days? (John 2:22)  

Whatsapp the answers to +919160274010, the first one who sends all cor-

rect answers will receive a gift. 

By Hasini 



BIBLICAL INSIGHTS FOR LIFE                                                                              AUGUST 2020 

GROWING IN GRACE 

“The righteous shall live by faith” says the Bible 
(Heb 10:38). Where do we get this faith?  
Looking at those who we consider as stalwarts 
of faith, they had very little faith of their own.  
How is it that they displayed such amazing 
trust in God?   

It was the faith that God gave them that made 
them do what they did.  We are told in Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians, “by grace you have 
been saved through faith.  And this is not your 
own doing, it is the gift of God … not because 
of works, lets any man should boast. For we 
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works” (2:8-10). 

Notice that both salvation and faith is the gift of 
God, not of our own doing.  Yes, we must 
change our mind (repent) and turn to God for 
that.  When we do this with belief in Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour, He provides us with the 
faith we need to live in this world to help us ne-
gotiate the various challenges it presents. We 
can then be dedicated to good works, allowing 
Christ to mould our lives and become His work-
manship.  Hence, there is nothing for us to 
boast about! 

Faith, ultimately, is the working of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives.  “But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no 
law” (Gal 5:22-23).  Faith and faithfulness are 
what the Holy Spirit produces in our lives, even 
as we submit to the leading of the Spirit.   

Some of the examples in the Bible gives us in-
teresting insight into how these men and wom-
en of the Bible came to display such strong 
faith.  Abraham displayed no faith in God when 
it came to being known as the wife of Sarah 

when they were accepting the hospitality of the 
Pharaoh of Egypt. He once again struggled to 
show any confidence in the promised heir that 
God had promised him. Yet, when it came to 
moving out of the land of his fathers where he 
was well settled, he displayed exemplary faith 
to trust God and move.  Lifting up the knife to 
strike Isaac is another amazing example of 
how he trusted God.  Undoubtedly God gave 
him that faith and allowed him to grow to where 
he realized he could trust God with his whole 
life. 

How could David, the teenager, trust God to 
attain victory over the giant Goliath?   How 
could the young Joseph remain obedient to 
God even in the face of false charges put 
against him by a powerful general of Pharaoh’s 
army?   How could Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego refuse to bow down to the statue 
even in the face of being thrown into king Neb-
uchadnezzar’s notorious fiery furnace heated 
seven time more?    

Did they work up that kind of extraordinary faith 
all by themselves?  No human being can work 
up that kind of faith all on their own. They trust-
ed God who supplied that faith, even in the 
face of extreme hardship or threatening cir-
cumstances.   

We can also trust God to supply us that faith 
and help us grow to be faithful.  That is the 
power of faith that Christ offers to us.  It is His 
own faith that He gives us as a free gift in His 
grace.  Let us, like the apostles, come to Jesus 
asking Him to increase our faith (Luke 17).  
And may our Lord grant you faith that will cast 
mountains into the sea! 

 Dr. Sudhir Singh  

Have the Faith of Christ 

All who believe in Jesus Christ will be saved 
(Acts 16:31). But what does it mean to believe 
in Jesus Christ? Even the devil believes that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. He doesn’t 
like it, but he knows it’s true. Moreover, the 
devil knows that God exists and that he re-
wards those who seek him (Hebrews 11:6). 
 
So, what is the difference between our belief 
and the devil’s belief? James gives us an an-

swer: True faith is shown by action (James 
2:18-19). What we do shows what we really be-
lieve and trust. Behaviour can be evidence of 
faith, even though some people obey for wrong 
reasons. 
 
Where does this kind of trust come from? It is 
not something we can work up for ourselves. 
We cannot talk ourselves into it or use human 
logic to build an airtight case. But we are forced  

RESPONDING TO GOD WITH FAITH 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%2016.31
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%2011.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/James%202.18-19
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/James%202.18-19
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to make a choice each day: Will we trust God, 
or not? Trying to delay the decision is a deci-
sion in itself: We do not yet trust him. 
 
We would not trust God unless God himself 
gave us the ability to trust him. Humans have 
been too corrupted by sin to believe or trust in 
God on our own strength or wisdom. That is 
why faith is not a “work” that qualifies us for 
salvation. We get no credit for meeting the 
qualification—faith is merely receiving the gift, 
being thankful for the gift. God gives us the 
ability to receive his gift, to enjoy his gift. 
 
How does the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit give 
us faith? It is usually through the preached 
word. “Faith comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through the word of 
Christ” (Romans 10:17). The message is in the 
written word, the Bible, and it is in the spoken 
word, whether a sermon at church or a simple 
testimony of one person to another. 
 
But most Christians struggle with faith at some 
time or another. Our growth is not always 
smooth and steady—it comes through trials 
and questions. No matter how real our doubts, 
they should lead us back to greater faith in 
Christ, for only in him do we have any chance 
at all. There is no other place to go. In his 
words and his actions, we see that he knew 
how bad we were before he came to die for us. 
The better we see ourselves, the more we see 

the need to cast ourselves into the mercy of 
God. Only he is good enough to save us from 
ourselves, and only he will save us from our 
doubts. 
 
It is by faith that we have a fruitful relationship 
with God. We pray by faith, worship by faith, 
and hear his words in sermons and fellowship 
by faith. Faith enables us to have fellowship 
with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. By faith 
we are enabled to give our allegiance to God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, by means of 
the Holy Spirit working in our hearts. 
 
It is by faith that we can love other people. 
Faith frees us from the fear of ridicule and re-
jection. We can love others without worrying 
about what they will do to us, because we trust 
in Christ to reward us generously. Through 
faith in God, we can be generous with others. 
 
Through faith in God, we can put him first in 
our lives. When we believe God is as good as 
he says he is, then we will treasure him above 
all else, and be willing to make the sacrifices 
that he asks of us. We will trust him, and it is 
by that trust that we will experience the joys of 
salvation. Christian life is, from first to last, a 
matter of trusting God. 
 
Excerpts from “THE MESSAGE OF JESUS: RESPOND-
ING TO GOD WITH FAITH,”  

By Joseph Tkach 

mailto:office@gcind.org
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%2010.17

