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PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Mrs. Swarna Balaswamy’s 
mother-in-law (90 years) bedr

-idden 

• Mrs. Chand Singh bed-ridden 

• WCG restructuring will go 
through smoothly 

• Newly installed GCI India Na-
tional Ministry Teams in Hy-
derabad and Mumbai/Pune  

MONTHLY UPDATE 

NATIONAL MINISTRY TEAMS 
MEETING 

The first National Ministry Team Leaders Meet was held  
at church premises in Secunderabad, with fourteen lead-
ers from the regions of Hyderabad, Mumbai and Pune. 
The meeting started with worship at 10.30 am. Pastor 
Dan welcomed the attendees. Prov. 3:5 was quoted to set 
the stage and outlined the new vision for GCI. Sessions 
centered around Healthy Church with Healthy Leadership 
and Healthy Ministries. Using figures and pictures, this 
concept illustrated the importance of leaders being rela-
tionally connected who work together. The backdrop logo 
with a series of inter-connected gears was an example of 
team leadership. All of this was necessary to prepare new 
leaders for the future. A video on ‘REAL’ Teams: Team-
based Pastor-led featuring Dr. Greg Williams was shown. 
 
A presentation on Healthy Church was given that focused 
on the spiritual principles that lead to spiritual health. Two 
traits that could damage health were listed:  unfor-
giveness and root of bitterness. The way to draw closer to 
one another is for us to draw closer to Jesus Christ him-
self. 
 
The Way Forward, emphasizing Team-based Pastor-led 
concepts was outlined. Pastor Dan laid out some steps 
for the pastoral teams to take, the need for theological ed-
ucation such as ACCM and GCS and named the mem-
bers for the Hyderabad team and the Mumbai/Pune 
Team. He revealed his plan to retire as pastor of Hydera-
bad in 2020 and continue in his new role as National Di-
rector and Regional Director for 5 years. He outlined his 
vision for GCI India with one board, national office, admin-
istration. 
 
A podcast was played featuring an interview with Mike 
Rasmussen on Relational Connections in Leadership. 
This was followed by Q&A session. The meeting ad-
journed at 4 pm.  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

• Sep 1, Special 
worship service 

with National 
Ministry team 

leaders.  

 

• Sep 8 - Commun-
ion Service with 
fellowship lunch  

 

• Oct 5-7 Annual 
Festival at Hyder-

abad  

BIRTHDAYS  

IN SEPTEMBER 

• Dr. Sudhir Singh on 
6th 

• D. Manoah on 6th 

• Sangitha Kemuel on 
10th 

• Mrs. Leena on 14th 

• Ashley Zachariah on 
18th 

 

WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES  

• Jason & Shashi on 
24th 

• James P. Ranjan & 
Shakeela on 28th  

ADD TO YOUR FAITH … HUMILITY 

 
In the Scripture, humbleness start-
ed with Jesus we observe this 
right from his birth to the 
tomb, took the likeness of man, 
washing the disciples feet, cruci-
fied midst thieves despite being 
the King of Kings.  Humbleness is 
personified by grace and service.  
A total turn off from humility is 
Pride. Nelson Anand put forth  the 
subject with a powerful power point presentation. Suma Ravi drew 
the attention to our very own brethren of the church, be it her hus-
band Ravi, Pastor Dan, little Nathan or Mrs. Noah senior most mem-
ber — all of whom do exhibit humility. Dr. Elizabeth, aptly refreshed 
everyone's memory of all the other monthly themes from January this 
year till date, in a subtle,  judicious and interactive method.  

CHRISTIAN COUNSELLORS TRAINING HELD IN 
GRACE COMMUNION CHURCH, AUGUST 26-30 

 

GCI India Annual Convention 

For more information and registration  

Contact : 9849591950, Email : danzachariah@gmail.com 
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GROWING IN GRACE 

“Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.” John 
the Baptist and Jesus proclaimed the nearness of 
God’s kingdom (Matthew 3:2; 4:17; Mark 1:15). A 
literal translation is “has come near.” The long-
awaited rule of God was near. This message was 
called the gospel, the good news. Thousands of 
people were glad to hear this, and many responded 
to this message of John and Jesus. 

But consider for a moment what the response 
would have been like if Jesus had preached, “The 
kingdom of God is 2,000 years away.” This would 
not have been news, nor perceived as all 
that good. The message would have been disap-
pointing, and public response would also have been 
disappointing. Jesus may not have been popular, 
Jewish religious leaders might not have 
been jealous, and Jesus might not have been cruci-
fied. 

However, John and Jesus preached a kingdom that 
was near in time to their audiences. The message 
said something about what people should do now; it 
had immediate relevance and urgency. It aroused 
interest—and jealousy. The message challenged 
the status quo and implied that changes were need-
ed in civil government, in religious teachings, and in 
personal behavior.  

First-century Jewish expectations 

Many first-century Jews could identify with the 
phrase “kingdom of God.” They eagerly wanted 
God to send them a leader who would throw off Ro-
man rule and make Judea an independent nation 
again—a nation of righteousness, glory and bless-
ings, a nation everyone would be attracted to. 
There was a variety of speculations about how this 
would be done. The concept was attractive, alt-
hough it was not very well defined. 

In this cultural longing for national restoration, John 
and Jesus preached the nearness of God’s king-
dom. Mid-way through Jesus’ earthly ministry, the 
message continued. He told his disciples to preach 
“The kingdom of heaven has come near” and to 
heal the sick (Matt. 10:7;cf. Luke 10:9, 11). 

But the kingdom most people hoped for did not 
happen. The Jewish nation was not restored. Even 
worse, the temple was destroyed and the Jews 
were scattered. Even now, 2000 years later, the 
Jewish hopes are still unfulfilled. Was Jesus wrong 
in his prediction, or was he not predicting a national 
kingdom? 

Well, we do not believe that Jesus was wrong. Ra-
ther, the popular hopes and speculations were 

wrong. Jesus’ kingdom was not like the popular ex-
pectation—as we might guess from the fact that 
many Jews wanted to kill him. His kingdom was 
“not of this world” (John 18:36). When he talked 
about the “kingdom of God,” Jesus used a phrase 
the people knew, but he was giving it a differ-
ent meaning. He told Nicodemus that God’s king-
dom was invisible to most people (John 3:3)—to 
understand it or experience it, a person must be 
renewed by God’s Spirit (verse 6). The kingdom of 
God was a spiritual kingdom, not a civil and physi-
cal organization. 

Present condition of the kingdom 

In the Olivet prophecy, Jesus predicted certain 
signs and apocalyptic events. But some of Jesus’ 
teachings and parables explain that the kingdom 
does not come in a dramatic way. The seed grows 
quietly (Mark 4:26-29); the kingdom starts as small 
as a mustard seed (verses 30-32) and is hidden like 
yeast (Matthew 13:33). These parables suggest 
that the kingdom is a reality before it comes in a 
powerful and dramatic way. In addition to being a 
future reality, it has reality right now. 

Let’s look at some verses that indicate the kingdom 
is already functioning. After casting out demons, 
Jesus said, “If I cast out demons by the Spirit of 
God [and he did], then the kingdom of heaven has 
come to you” (Matt. 12:28; Luke 11:20). The king-
dom is here, he said, and the proof is in the exor-
cisms. The power of God is invading the domain of 
evil, expelling the powers of evil. 

This proof continues in the church today, because 
the church is doing even greater works than Jesus 
did (John 14:12). We can also say, “If we cast out 
demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of 
God is working here.” The kingdom of God, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, is continuing to demon-
strate its power over the kingdom of Satan – and 
that power is shown not just in expelling evil spirits, 
but in many other activities that undo what the devil 
has done. 

Satan still exerts some influence, but he has been 
defeated, and “the prince of this world now stands 
condemned” (John 16:11). He has been partially 
restrained — tied up (Mark 3:27). Jesus overcame 
Satan’s world (John 16:33), and with God’s help we 
are overcoming it, too (1 John 5:4). But not every-
one does. In this age, the kingdom “is like a net 
that…caught all kinds of fish,” both good and bad 
(Matthew 13:47-50). It will be like ten young wom-
en, some wise and some foolish (25:1-12, 14-30). 
Satan still has influence; we still look forward to a  
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world and a time in which God’s will is done per-
fectly rather than partially. 

Luke 16:16 replaces the first part of the verse with 
“the good news of the kingdom of God is being 
preached.” This variation suggests that the king-
dom’s coming, at least in Luke’s view, is roughly 
equivalent to its proclamation. The kingdom is—it 
already exists and it is advancing by 
being preached.  “The tax collectors and the prosti-
tutes are entering the kingdom of God,” Jesus said 
(Matt. 21:31), and they do it by believing the gospel 
(verse 32). 

“Enter” is a metaphor that implies movement, but 
the movement is one of allegiance rather than in 
geography. Actually, the kingdom makes the first 
“move”—it comes, and people are entering it not by 
changing their location, but by recognizing the va-
lidity of something that has already come. They 
could not enter it at all, unless it were already here. 

Jesus also implies (and this may be his main point) 
that God accepts them in his kingdom. Their behav-
iour did not qualify them for the kingdom, but they 
were accepted by grace; they were given a right 
relationship with the King. The kingdom would not 
be good news for ordinary people unless ordinary 
people could be part of that kingdom. It requires 
grace, mercy, and forgiveness. 

Some Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom 
would come (Luke 17:20). You can’t see it, replied 
Jesus: “the kingdom of God does not come with 
your careful observation.” But he also said, “The 
kingdom of God is among you” (verse 21). Jesus 
was the King, and because he was teaching and 
performing miracles among them, the kingdom was 
among the Pharisees.  

Jesus Christ is in the church today, too, and just as 
the kingdom was present in the ministry of Jesus, it 
is present in the ministry of his church. The King is 
among us; his spiritual power is in us, even though 
the kingdom is not yet operating in its full power. 

We have already been brought into God’s kingdom 
(Colossians 1:13). We are already receiving a king-
dom, and our proper response is reverence and 
awe (Hebrews 12:28). Christ “has made us [past 
tense] to be a kingdom” (Revelation 1:6). We are a 
holy nation (1 Peter 2:9)—already and currently a 
holy kingdom—but it does not yet appear what we 
shall be. God has rescued us from the dominion of 
sin and transferred us into his kingdom, under his 
ruling authority. 

The kingdom of God is here, Jesus said. His audi-
ence did not need to wait for a conquering Messi-
ah—God is already ruling, and we should be living 
his way now. We don’t yet possess a territory, but 
we do come under the reign of God. 

The kingdom of God is here, Jesus said. But how is 
the kingdom present? The details are not yet clear, 
but the verses we have looked at say it is present. 
His audience did not need to wait for a conquering 
Messiah—God is already ruling, and we should be 
sharing in the divine life right now, living in his do-
main, in which his will is done. We don’t yet pos-
sess a territory, but we do come under the reign of 
God. The kingdom does not force itself upon us – 
we have to voluntarily come under its influence. 

Understanding that the kingdom already exists can 
help us give greater attention to the way the world 
is right now. We do not forget that the completion of 
the kingdom is still future. If our only hope is in this 
age, we don’t have much hope (1 Corinthians 
15:19). We do not harbour illusions about bringing 
the kingdom with human efforts. Nevertheless, 
even though we cannot transform this earth into a 
heavenly paradise, doing good is still good. We can 
still try to make the world a better place for at least 
a few people. This is part of what it means for 
God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

To be continued... 

                   Michael Morrison 
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