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Advent Season Celebrated 

The month of December was filled with celebrations for 
Grace Communion Hyderabad. The newly formed GCI 
Hyderabad team used the advent season to share the 
message of God’s love with the community around and 
to inform them how Grace Communion is available in 
serving them. 

The church premises were beautifully decorated with 
lights. Special crafts made by the Sunday school children 
were also used, giving an added splendour to the deco-
rations and lighting up the Christmas Spirit and feel. 

Christmas celebrations on December 15 was specially 
organized for the children of the community. Our Sunday 
School children led the entire service. The musical rendi-
tion by the children’s’ choir of favourite carol songs, 
along with Roshan’s special piano performance touched 
everyone’s heart. Special costumes were worn and the 
order of worship narrated the Christmas story.  

Pastor Dan’s message focused on how the Holy Spirit 
leads people to Christ just as the Christmas star led the 
magi to the new born baby Saviour Jesus Christ in Beth-
lehem. The service was followed by bon fire and fun ac-
tivities for children with delicious snacks and melodious 
music. A total number of 72 participated, many of them 
children and families from our church neighbourhood. 
Special thanks to our Sunday school teachers in organiz-
ing this event. 

On 21 December night a group of 22 members visited 
the members houses singing carols and sharing the 
good news of Jesus’ birth. It was a fun filled night with 
plenty of Christmas snacks and bonding between the 
members.     

A community Christmas evening was specially arranged 
on 22

nd
 December. Carol singing by the church choir and 

special numbers by Mr. Sanjeeva Rao and Jessica add-
ed to the melodious evening. In the Christmas message 
Pastor Dan brought out the significance of Christmas. 
Humans are primarily social beings, created to be rela-
tionally connected to God and people. By offering for-
giveness through the person of Jesus Christ God was 
ensuring that relational harmony be established for all 
eternity. “Silent Night” was then sung to the glitter of can-
dles lights. A sumptuous dinner was enjoyed by every-
one. 95 people joined the celebrations, it was a great ex-
perience for members to reflect the gospel through ac-
tions. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

• Jan 11:  Ministry 
Team Leaders 
Meet  

• Jan 13-19 & 27-1: 
Counsellor Train-
ing in partnership 
with PTP  

• Jan 21:  Supervi-
sion meeting for 
Christian Counsel-
lors  

 

BIRTHDAYS DURING 
JANUARY 

• 5
th

- Rachel Kemuel 

• 9
th

 - Linda 

 

WEDDING  ANNIVER-
SARIES DURING JANU-

ARY 

 

• 10
th

- Dan & Mary 
Zachariah  

• 28
th

- Ravi & Suma 

Love & Serve India Invites Grace Communion 

Over 40 pastors gath-
ered in Gopalpur, Od-
isha to be instructed in 
Biblical Studies for four 
days, Dec 9 - 12.  Dan 
Zachariah was invited to 
lead in the study of the 
Gospel of John. Rev 
Sreekumaran Nair was 
invited from Bangalore to teach strategies for evangelism form the 
Book of Acts.   

Most of the pastors who attended were from a rural background who 
did not have formal seminary training.  A translator was employed to 
help with all the sessions. Questions and Answer segments saw 
some challenging issues being discussed, both theological and con-
textual.  Pastor Dan approached the study of the gospel from the ma-
jor theme: “Who Is God.”  Pastors were challenged to see the scrip-

tures from a Trinitarian perspective. Many of them were appreciative 
of this fresh focus.   

New Delhi Fellowship Group 

Four of our fellowship group in 
Delhi met at Rajiv Kapoor’s resi-
dence in New Delhi in Decem-
ber. They also provided encour-
agement for Mr & Mrs. Kapoor 
over ill health they have been 
struggling with. Mr. Omprakash 
Kadyan coordinates such meet-
ings under the overall direction of 
Team leader Sachin Nirale. Mr. Vincent Chan, long time member of 
GCI in Delhi, joined Mr. Kadyan in this meeting. National Director 
Dan Zachariah hopes to visit these members in this year along with 
Sachin.   

Planning Meeting Held by Ministry Team in 

 Hyderabad 

Ministry Action Plan 2020 meeting was chaired by National Director Dan Zachariah on Dec 19. 
Five members participated.  Several aspects of ministry plan were discussed and a concluding 
meeting on Jan 11 will finalize them.  It was also decided that quarterly team meetings will be 
held for training emerging leaders.    

Finally, a special Christmas service was held on 
25

th
 morning. The festive moment was height-

ened by the exchange of gifts, greetings and 
love. Hyderabad Team Leader, Nelson Philips, 
addressed the members with a challenge: “Do 
you have room for Jesus?”  He encouraged the 
congregation to be strong in love which will be 
manifested in forgiveness, reconciliation, heal-
ing, change and hope. The advent season filled 
the church with a celebratory spirit and the 
blessing of sharing Jesus Christ with the local 
community.  
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GROWING IN GRACE 
Significance of Christmas  

One common reason that some are against 
celebrating Christmas is: “it’s not in the Bible!”  
If this reasoning is taken to its logical extreme 
then, there are so many things we could not do 
because “it’s not in the Bible!”   

Is it vital for believers in Jesus Christ to re-
member and commemorate his birth as a hu-
man being?  Does it make a difference to our 
theological understanding when we conscious-
ly recognize and acknowledge the incarnation?  
Would this understanding improve our relation-
al dimension with our Triune God?  Here are 
three reasons that it does.   

It’s the only way to Know and Understand 
God 

As human beings we are limited in our capacity 
to comprehend and know many aspects of cre-
ation.  Though science and technology may 
have given us the ability to explain many intri-
cacies of life, scientists confess that we still on-
ly have a tiny glimpse into the vast mysteries of 
it as a whole.  How much more difficult it would 
be for us to grasp the depth of the non-
physical / spiritual world!   

Jesus said, “No one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him” (Matt 11:27).  Jesus is categori-
cal when he says no one can know God except 
it is revealed.  This kind of knowledge can only 
be grasped and understood by revelation.  It 
cannot be discovered by human ingenuity.  Al-
so, Jesus reveals that this kind of knowing is 
not just informational, but relational.  Only the 
Son “keeps knowing” the Father and vice-
versa.  

The only way for human beings to know God is 
through a mediation that is both human and 
divine.  Jesus Christ is the only One who is 
both divine and human.  Jesus becoming flesh 
and embracing our humanity (incarnation) is 
the only way we limited humans could ever 
comprehend and understand God both infor-
mationally and relationally. It’s only in Jesus 
that God can be “…seen … and … touched” (1 
John 1:1) – a vital ingredient in human relation-
al well-being.  Celebrating Christmas is an 

acknowledgement of our limitation and an op-
portunity for thanksgiving that the great God 
has chosen to reveal Himself in such a person-
al way.  

 

It’s the only way for Humans to have Value 
and Dignity 

There is a fairly popular belief that human be-
ings are only physical, temporal and hence, 
have no lasting, inherent value.  Some sub-
scribe to a school of thought that anything 
physical is evil and bad or, even, illusory.  The 
‘incarnation’ changes all that!   

When the second person of the Trinity decided 
to take on flesh and embraced humanity with 
all its limitations and frailty, God affirmed an 
inherent value in human beings.  By making us 
a special object of His love, God was declaring 
the dignity of being human.  By creating hu-
mankind in His own image, God invested a 
personal identity in us.  And, by becoming hu-
man, Jesus Himself showed human beings are 
on a different plane when compared to all other 
creation.  Jesus Christ, who is the ultimate 
“image of God” (Heb 1:3), God showed that 
humans are loved with the same love that the 
Son of God enjoys (John 17:23).  “He who was 
the Son of God became the Son of man, that 
man ... might become the son of 
God.”  (Irenaeus of Lyons - quoted from  Theo-
sis Quotes, https://www.goodreads.com/
quotes/tag/theosis)  

Only in the incarnate Jesus Christ the physical 
and spiritual are given meaning, purpose, val-
ue and dignity.  Christmas was intended to 
capture this rich meaning.  When this is done, 
it imbues us with a hope that is beyond any-
thing temporal.    

It’s the only way to Salvation 

Scripture tells us that Jesus Christ is the only 
way to salvation (Acts 4:12, John 14:16).  In 
our pluralistic world that might sound arrogant.  
But it makes complete sense when we see the 
reality of the broken human condition and how 
the incarnation addresses that.    
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No one can deny that humanity is struggling 
under the weight of corruption and decay.  We 
see it in all walks of life – moral, emotional, re-
lational and physical.  Science may have man-
aged to give us some comforts, even prolong 
life by a few more years.  But it is powerless in 
being able to reverse it.  Religion seems to 
promise salvation but, only if we can work it out 
ourselves.  Given the imperfect and damaged 
state of our condition, it is impossible for hu-
mankind to reach a standard of perfect right-
eousness to attain salvation by human effort.   

I am human.  I need a human dimension to un-
derstand my need but, at the same time, a di-
vine one to address it.  Jesus Christ is the only 
perfect “God-man” to fulfil that.  He is the only 
one who took my broken humanity and re-
versed the curse of corruption and decay.  He 

is the only one who assumed every bit of the 
human malady, cleansing it in his own humani-
ty and gifted us eternal life in His divinity.  I 
know of no other deity who did that for me.  I 
know of no path that can lead me to salvation, 
except “The Way” – Jesus Christ Himself.  That 
is why He is my only way to salvation.   

Christmas is significant because of all of the 
above and much more.  We might never be 
able to comprehend the mystery of it in its full-
ness, but celebrating it indeed informs our the-
ology, nurtures our faith and provides the “…
peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing …”  And it is this that “… will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil 
4:7).   

    Dan Zachariah  
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