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GRACE COMMUNION REACHES 
OUT TO THE COMMUNITY    

DURING CHRISTMAS SEASON   

Members of Grace Communion in Hyderabad reached 
out to the community to participate and bring the good 
news of the Advent.   

The Women’s Fellowship group provided a special 
time of carol singing and fellowship to the inmates of 
‘Mother Teresa’s Home for the Dying Destitute’ on De-
cember 15.  Several of them took healthy snacks and 
fruits  and spent time with many of the inmates giving 
them company and providing comfort. They spread 
cheer by singing Christmas carols lead by Linda San-
dri (photo middle). The sisters in charge (photo top 
left) were happy to show them around the facility and 
explained how they look after the elderly who have 
nowhere to go.    

Pastor Dan was invited to attend a Christmas program 
held in a local community church.  A special play to 
capture scenes of the nativity was conducted by the 
children of the community. Dan was asked to give 
away gifts to the children who performed in the play 
and to offer a special prayer of blessing upon them.  
He was also present at the Faust High School annual 
Christmas program where speeches were given by 
the students while Church pianist Patrick Xavier led 
the student choir in carol singing.     

A special Christmas service was held by Grace Com-
munion Hyderabad for members and guests (photo 
bottom) at 10.30 am on December 25.  In his mes-
sage titled “The Best Gift Does Not Come In A Box” 
pastor spoke on how the blessings of the morning sun
-shine, the air we breathe, the ability to make choices 
and the blessings of relationships does not come in a 
box with a price tag!  The best gift that God has given 
us is not necessarily money, fame, health or what can 
be contained in a “box.”  The best gift was giving Him-
self to humanity. Why?  Because “whoever has the 
Son has life …” (1 John 5:12). And in return the best 
gift we can give God is ourselves. That is what the Fa-
ther of the prodigal son desired, but unfortunately, the 
elder son got stuck with being enamoured by what's in 
a box! 

Members enjoyed special goodies and beverages af-
ter the service.    

Prayer Requests 

 Pray for Mrs. Chand Singh 
from Ranchi,  for recovery from 

coma. 

 Pray for the healing of Leena 
from her health issues. 

 Pray for the success of Emerg-
ing leaders retreat  in January. 

 Mrs. Mary Zachariah lost her 
mother. Pray that God may 

comfort the bereaved family. 



UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

 

 January 1 - New 

Year Service in 

Hyderabad. 

 Jan 18-20  Lead-

ership Retreat at 

Hyderabad. 

 Jan 30-31 Semi-

nar by Christian 

Institute of Man-

agement on legal 

matters. 

BIRTHDAYS 

 Rachel Kemuel on 

January 5 

 Linda on January 9 

 Noah Santhosh on 

January 22 

 

WEDDING ANNIVER-

SARIES 

 Dan & Mary Zachari-

ah on January 10 

 Ravi & Suma on Jan-

uary 28 

SPECIAL  BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

Abner Washington, retired pastor 
from Grace Communion Interna-
tional, was honoured in a special 
occasion at his local congrega-
tion to mark his 95th birthday.  
Mr Washington along with his 
wife Sharon were instrumental in 
mentoring and providing ministry 
training for Dan and Mary, along 
with several other international 
couples who are in international 
ministries.   

Wishing Abner Washington 
many happy returns and God’s 
blessings on Mr and Mrs Wash-
ington as they continue to serve 
their congregation.   

EMERGING LEADERS RETREAT 

A two day retreat is being planned to be held for the emerging lead-
ers of Grace Communion in India.  Around forty members are slated 
to attend this meeting.  The retreat will feature lectures in our theolog-
ical perspective, reconciliation in Jesus Christ, relational harmony and 
health and a few workshops on related topics.   

Members from the south and north congregations are scheduled to 
attend.  This meeting will also lay a foundation for future leadership 
programs to train and equip members in pastoral and church ministry.           

WEDDING FELICITATIONS 

Sunday School teacher and 
member Steffie Avanthi was unit-
ed in holy matrimony to 
Chaitanya on Dec 26. Talented 
and with a zest for life, Steffie 
looked radiant on her wedding 
day.  With her endearing perso-
na she is a delight to all our Sun-
day School children.  In spite of 
a hectic schedule Steffie along 
with her sister Celina always find 
time for providing sessions for 
our children.  Chaitanya works in 
the Information Technology field and the couple live in Hyderabad.  
A grand reception followed the wedding which was of epicurean de-
light. (submitted by Pauline Parnell).  

GOLDEN JUBILE CELEBRATIONS 
  
Recollecting God`s continuing care and blessings since inception  
`India Campus Crusade for Christ` celebrated  50 years of God`s 
faithfulness on 10

th
. Nov. 2018. In his keynote address, Pas. Dan 

Zachariah emphasized God`s lavish, overflowing and steadfast  love 
which results in His faithfulness. The thanksgiving service concluded 
with a grand dinner. 
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GROWING IN GRACE 

As you read this article, another Christmas sea-
son would  have  passed.  But let us just return 
briefly to the Advent season again and notice one 
more powerful reality it brings out.  The gospel of 
John, chapter 1 states: “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God and the Word 
was God. He was with God in the beginning” (v.1
-2).       

These verses, along with the whole testimony of 
Scripture, clearly establishes the divinity of Jesus 
Christ as the Word.  I was intrigued with the word 
“with” in these verses.   It is indicative of the 
Word being eternally present with God.  It estab-
lishes that God is not a solitary being or alone in 
His existence and certainly not aloof.  Theologi-
ans have long since used this verse as one of the 
ways to prove God’s existence in and as a com-
munity of being and leading to the essential doc-
trine of the Trinity.    

For God to be this ever-living triune community, it 
points to God who loves being “with,” One who 
loves and enjoys fellowship, being connected.  
That is what love is all about – being “other cen-
tred.”  Love in the ever-existing divine community 
is the very nature and essence of God.    

The Word Became Flesh … 

It is this very nature that compelled the Word to 
become flesh and to make His dwelling among 
us (v.14). The love that makes up His very es-
sence made God to send His Son into the world 
(John 3:16).  The Son (Word) willingly came to 
dwell with us humans.  He dwelt, not as an alien, 
but took on our very flesh and blood, experienced 
human life as one of us.  

God did not want a long-distance relationship 
with us but one that is “hands on”!  To me it indi-
cates God’s passion, devotion, dedication and 
joy for wanting to be “with” us.  His name that the 
angel asked Mary to give Jesus was “Immanuel” 
– God with us.  Look at this from more than just 
the doctrinal angle – look at what is being de-
scribed about God.  God just loves to be with one 
another in the eternal triune community and now 
that passion overflows into his creation – human-
kind.  That is the God whom we worship – A God 
that has chosen to love human company.  A God 
that loves humankind!  Let us look into some 

more verses that indicate how God enjoys his 
fellowship with us.   

A Walk in the Garden 

My wife and I have always enjoyed the garden in 
our home.  We dedicated more than 50% of our 
plot of land on which the house is built to garden 
area.  It is a pleasure for us to enjoy this on a dai-
ly basis, strolling in it and enjoying the greenery 
around.  Genesis says something interesting 
about God: “Then the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day …” (Gen 3:8).  
Looks like we are in good company – God enjoys 
something similar!!  But, why would God walk in 
the cool of the day?   

Obviously, it is not because he wanted to cool off 
because of the heat!  It is because he enjoys his 
creation – why else would God say, “God saw all 
that he had made and it was very good …” (Gen 
1:31).  But, there was more: “But the Lord God 
called to the man, ‘Where are you?’” (Gen 3:9).  
Even though it was to confront Adam & Eve for 
eating what was forbidden them, it also seems to 
indicate that God enjoyed being with Adam & 
Eve. God enjoys fellowship – because He is 
“fellowship” (in the Trinitarian sense). He is com-
munion – not a solitary God hiding in the recess-
es of the universe!   

That is why the whole concept of “church” is so 
important for God and so it should be with his 
disciples.  Church is fellowship, it is communion.  
What a pleasure it is for us to meet every week 
and enjoy the communion we can have with each 
other.  And, we have good company when we do 
this – Jesus said that “where two or three are 
gathered together, I am amongst them.”  God 
enjoys being “with” us.   

“…With You Always …” 

God enjoys this fellowship with us so much that 
he declares it as something that never ends!  Af-
ter the redemptive act of the cross and the resur-
rection which was a testimony to his authority in 
the heavens and all of creation, notice what Je-
sus declares: “Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have  

GOD (WHO LOVES BEING) WITH US! 
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commanded you.  And surely, I am with you al-
ways, to the very end of the age” (Matt 28:19-
20).  

He promises to be with his disciples always, 
even to the time when this age ends – that in-
cludes us, his modern disciples.  He maintains a 
never-ending presence with us. He is not only 
empowering us through His presence to carry out 
the commission given to the church, but his pres-
ence with us, in spite of all our frailties and fail-
ures, indicates his passion of wanting to be “with” 
us. And where does this relationship of God 
wanting to be “with” us all lead too?   

Brought to Complete Unity 

Christ’s passion of being “with” us now is being 
taken to an incredible level!  Christ in his prayer 
reveals something marvellous: “I have given 
them the glory that you gave me, that they may 
be one as we are one – I in them and you in me 
– so that they may be brought to complete unity.  
Then the world will know that you sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved 
me” (John 17:22-23).    

Through his incarnation Jesus Christ has united 
us with him.  Now, just as he is raised from the 
dead, we are also raised with him so that Jesus 
can be “in” us.  Jesus also says that the Father is 
in him.  So, Jesus is in us and the Father is in 
him – we will have the privilege of actually being 
in the Father – experiencing the unity and one-
ness that exists in the very Triune God-head!  
That is why Jesus talks of we being brought to 
“complete unity.”   

And so, God is now not only “with” us, but “in” us.  
This is the indescribable and incredible love of 
God for us – that the Father loves us just as He 
loves Jesus (the Word, the Son). This relation-
ship has now reached the most intimate level!  
The “agape” love of God predestines us to be in 
union and to participate in the very dynamic life 

of the Triune community – all made possible by 
Jesus in the Holy Spirit! 

What will this life be like?  The Psalmist barely 
scratches the surface of this incredible life by 
saying: “You make known to me the path of life, 
you will fill me with joy in your presence, with 
eternal pleasures at your right hand” (Ps 16:11).  
Perhaps the famous words of Jesus should give 
us a glimpse and fill us with eager anticipation: “I 
have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full” (John 10:10).    

With us … Forever 

The author of the book of Revelation gives us a 
peak into what seems like an almost fairy tale 
ending: “Then I saw a new heaven and new 
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any 
sea…” (Rev 21:1).  What is so unique about this 
new heaven and earth?   

“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
‘Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them.  They will be 
his people and God himself will be with them and 
be their God’” (v. 3). The uniqueness is that God 
is “with” us – now for all eternity! And there will 
be no more “sea” – perhaps a reference to there 
being nothing to divide or separate us any more, 
especially evil.  What is the result of God being 
“with” us? 

“He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There 
will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away” (v.4).  In other words, total well-being, the 
abundant life in all its fullness.  Death and decay 
are now part of an old, defunct order. God “with” 
us … forever - the marvellous purpose of the in-
carnation/advent, even from the foundation of the 
world!  Let’s praise God who just loves being with 
us.    

                                                    Dan Zachariah  
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